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_giS  TASKS  BEFORE  IH5  PCUM 

op„“t  th/ arst  seou°n  °f  this  ^  oi^y  ^  «* 

eLulsion  LkV’  0f  r0cr“slon  °f  ‘he  WDM.  the  campaign  of  slander,  the 

station**1  Fr“m  the  wf»  tt.”  S™*.  **•  "W""***  of  its  *^id  paper  and’radl 
sympathetic  organ  ”fal?ev!lr/!P  o  ?°?  b?gan  *°  Sproa'1  to  the  0NTi  as  their  Wench 

T-*  of  Madrid, ".as’  sS*Sd ftr  daily ,  *C  .N. 

at  the  print  shop."  *  indefinite  period. ..its  last  issue  was  confiscated 

ternationall^has^a^similar *1°  organi3ations  cloS8r  together  in  Spain,  and  la¬ 
ment  who,  with  whatever  political* 9  J-f f f 3 1  °  ^  am0ng  those  tendencies  in  the  labor  move- 
of  these  organizations.  1,  differences  and  criticisms,  support  one  or  the  other 
organizations  (erceot  the  ?t?iP  %  Jnint  agr89ment  w*»  sig^d  by  all  the  anti-fasdist 
selves  not  "  Lso^  t  slf^^s  f9  Aich  «  <^ols)  P^dging  them- 

ganizations  sympathetic  to  +h!  rw  ?  PjJ1?10®1  WeaPon*  la  the  United  States,  the  or¬ 
tho  POUM  and  si  of  them  Vre inlvoV oTl  '*’*?*  ?e  **”"**•»  of 

the  repressions  of  the  POUM  and  the  GUT.  «^paign  to  protest  against 

ther |”  fJLX^rOM^o^he11^8'^'9^!  “  ^  ***  wil1  g0  f^ther  and  fur- 

rjo-fn-)n  .  «  .  2  from  the  outlying  Madrid  branches  to  the  strongholds  in 

ively  toward  the  ricto^y  of  9  **"*  f"ccism,  and  work  objeot- 

aolidarit^with^tho*0’  U!P  "UU  °thSr  ■■'orkine-cl-l3e  organization,  must  express  our 

Stalinists  and  their'bourgeois  .nies"1"  d"1-1”  CNT  *he  r0PrS3sions  of  the 

terrevolutionary  actions  g  are  J1  !’/  r"ase  °ur  V01CQ  in  protest  against  these  coun¬ 
in  the  face  of  this  ^  9PJint  documentf  of  the  POM  which  give  their  position 

persecution.  *  pre  si on  and  present  their  defense  and  counter-attack  against  the 

serS0sfS‘rtccmitef  ifs”  18  gainst  the  Stalinist  repression  suffers  from 

«thfdeS9^f  the  bourgeois  Republic'*  "a  ^Tstai'  r9VfUtion”s  both  ar9  opposed  to 
Front  thnt  iq  to  +v,  g.  I  republic  .  The  Stalinists  are  committed  to  the  people*s 

Proletarian  “jolut  on  ."I  J”T  ^  -rd.r,  and  the  beheading  It  the 

?hey  waS  ?  regS“r  alt  co^rolLVb  t  m  *h8  limits  democracy, 

trol  of  worker!-  oreerfLt1^°  tn  J  nlP‘ary  sPd“iulists  .and  free  from  the  con- 

und  restoring  the  old  apb-rat^  thlTt  t  “??’  1“th"i‘lri-'m  government  retaining 
*  b  0X0  "•PP'batus  ox  the  state  as  it  was  before  July  1936. 

TT  9  ?°*erS’  «•">«•»»%  ”r°r  Yorkers-  Police  Patrols-, 

ganizations,  to  the  peopled  pront’  ^t  Ue J"1?  fr0!,t  °f  »‘>‘-k«-5'  or- 

tees  eve^ifus  l!  mnl  j  “*r-dl°tS  «">•  »  h«  »*  established  soldiers-  oommit- 

Dllllt»u  columns,  it  has  never  repudiated  its  major  political  mis- 


takas  of  the  past,  the  participation  in  the  People's  Front  electoral  bloc^n  Fob ru.ry^ 
1936 ,  the  participation  in  the  Catalonian  Go rarest  from  September  to  Ceceraber,1936. 
Even  ndw,  expelled  from  participation  in  the  People's  Front 

the  bourgeoisie  in  Catalonia,  it  continues  to  participate  m  the , coalition  govern, 
in  Valencis.#  •* 

4.  in  order  to  carry  on  a  political  fight,  and  not  merely  an  abstractly  organizational 
cue  in  the  n=me  of  tnd  "workers,  demoerno,",  it  would  have  to  «  - 

cate  itself  sharply  from  the  people's  Front  policy  of  the  Stalinists.  This  it  is  un 
able  to  do  even  in  theory,  as  shown  by  the  article  in  .'L,  Eltalla  jhich  we  translate, 
with  their  ambiguous  position.  "With  -  without  -  against",  "to  the  extent  that...  , 
"if..."  -  this  is  precisely  the  language  which  the  Mensheviks  used  in  1917  to_  describe 
their  position  inside  the  Kerensky  Government.  This  only  adds  to  the  confusion  among 
the  Spanish  workers,  prevents  them  from  understanding  the  real  nature  and  neeess  „ry 
consequences  of  the  People's  Front,  end  nnkes  it  impossible  for  the  POUI  te  o-.rry  on  a 
political  fight  against  Stalinism. 

The  delegates  of  the  LRWF  told  the  loaders  of  the  POUM,  in  Barcelona  and^in  Brus¬ 
sels,  in  October  of  last  year,  that  the  Spanish  revolution  was  facing  a  crisis,  that  it 
had  already  passed  ife  high  point  and  was  beginning  to  go  backward,  that  the  policy  o 
entering  the  Catalonian  government  was  a  mistake  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  break 
with  the  Catalonian  government  immediately.  (See  NIB,  Vol.  1  ’No. 5,  Eeceraber,  193  )• 

The  POUM  leadership  was  oppose, d  to  this  position.  It  justified  the  u  0 

workers'  anti-fascist  militia  committees,  the  transference  of  power  and  ox  workers 
support  to  the  government.  It  thus  took  over  its  share  of  the  responsibility  for  e 
reactionary  acts  of  the  government;  just  as  its  entry  in  the  people  s  Front  e  ec  or** 
bloc  in  February  1936  left  it  with  a  share  of  the  responsibility  for  the  treachery  oi 
the  people's  Front  and  its  failure  to  defend  the  Spanish  masses  from  the  fascist  re¬ 
volt  in  July. 


5.  The  repression  of  the  Stalinists  flows  from  their  clear-cut  policy  of  the  People  s 
Front,  that  is,  of  the  subordination  of  the  independent  action  of  the  proletariat  to 
the  interests  of  the  bourgeoisie.  Tho  Stalinists,  as  the  most  consistent  and  extreme 
proponents  of  this  policy,  backed  by  the  resources  of  the  Soviet  Union,  xorce  the  otner 
working-class  organizations  and  tendencies  more  and  more  either  to  support  their  pol¬ 
icies,  to  unite  with  them  in  action,  and  as  an  ultimate  consequence  to  merge  with  them, 
or  on  the  other  hand,  to  fight  them  politically  and  organi zationally ,  in  which  case  they 
will  be  attacked  as  "Trotskyitos11 » 

* 

The  Socialist  party  of  Spain,  headed  by  Largo  Caballero,  has  gone  ■-  long  way  on  the 
road  of  adaptation  to  and  ultimate  merger  with  the  Stalinists.  Their  political  line  is 
that  of  the  people's  Front,  the  regular  army,  the  defense  of  democracy,  etc.  Organ¬ 
izationally,  their  youth  section  has  already  joined  the  Stalinist  youth,  and  their  C-at- 
aloni?„n  sections  have  merged  with  the  Stalinists,  in  both  cases  openly  affiliating  wi 
the  Third  international*  The  S.P.  of  Spain  itself  has  opened  negotiations  to  this  end 
with  the  CP .  As  an  inseparable  part  of  this  development,  Caballero  &  Co*-  had  to  attack 
the  POUM,  and  specifically  to  confiscate  its  press  and  radio  station  in  Madrid •  The 
documents  translated  here  show  how  he  tries  to  shift  the  responsibility  to  the  C-  .Ion 
ian  government  (for  the  actions  of  the  Madrid  Eefense  Council  l),  and  how  the  General- 
itat  in  turn  shifts -the  responsibility  back'  to  Madrid* 

The  Socialist  Party  of  America,  refusing  to  fulfill  its  international  obligation 
to  the  Spanish  workers,  merely  because  it  is  not  directly  and  immediately  concerned, 
continues  to  support  Caballero  and  the  defense  of  democracy  in  Spain,  at  the  same  time 
issuing  a  platonic  protest  ard  carrying  on  an  abstract  discussion  on  the  People's  Front 
in  general* 


6»  The  Trotskyists  and  certa.in  elements  which  live  politically  as  a  c.vric^ture  of  t.^ 
sectarian  side  of  Trotsky’s  policies,  for  some  time  took  the  position  that  the  part¬ 
icipation  of  the  FCtM  in  the  Feople’s  Front  bloc  and  the  Catalonian  government , call 
for  their  denunciation  as  traitors.  fo  criticized  these  actions  sharply  JEIIri  ,-l.i 
nos  .4  and  5),  but  rejected  the  characterization  of  "betrayal",  winch  had  the  po*i 
al  effect  of  closing  the  door  to  collaboration  or  support  of  any  kinu.  Our  position 
rrs  and  is  that  of  support  of  the  Spanish  workers'  revolutionary  struggle  against, 
cism,  and  with  regard  to  the  POUM,  material  support  and  political  criticism. 

Comrade  Trotsky,  in  his  recent  interview  with  the  Havas  agency,  and  the  Trotskyites 
in  various  countries,  have  dropped  the  characterization  of  betrayal,  and  are  approach¬ 
ing  the  policy  of  "critical’  support”.  Under  the  pressure  of  events,  of  criticism  and 
possibly  also  of  internal  discussion,  they  have  come  over  to  our  position  on  th  P'  oil. 

7.  For  the  POUM  to  function  as  a  political  force,  which  is  *h®  o^^serious 

meet  the  attacks  of  the  Stalinists  and  their  allies,  it  will  have  to  carry  on-a  se  oa 

evaluation  of  its  past  policies  with  respect  to  the  People’s  Front  and a^^tra^^te  into 
the  government,  and  hammer  out  a  line  of  revolutionary  po  icy  babble  to 

practice  the  revolutionary  slogans  which  it  issues.  On  this  basi  ,  i  “  inter 

educate  the  thousands  of  raw  elements  who  have  joined  it  since  ^  -  J  orr-ni-tio 

nal  reorganization  which  will  transform  it  into  a  dis. cxplxned  0J^:L ?T^  ^  ?h'" cW 

and  attract  to  itself  the  scattered  revolutionary  elements  within  the  cGT  -nd  C  ? 

Tn  the  struggle  to  this  end,  the  left  wing  of  the  party  can  crystallize  and  clarify  it 

self,*  differentiating  and  separating  itself  from  those  - 

who  want  to  find  a  common  ground  on  which  conciliation  with  the  So  .ii mats  might  p 
eible.  In  this  way,  the  revolutionary  elements  of  the  POUM  can  become  h  „ 
force  that  will  leJ'the  Spanish  workers  to  victory  in  the  revolutionary  struggle 

ag  ai  ns t  f ?wS  c.  is  m  • 

WHAT  CAN  IE  BXPBCT  FRftM  THE  BARCBLfNA  CONjgBSNQjll 

1.  The  POUM  took  the  initiative,  and  jointly  with  the  London  Bureau  took  the  respons 
ibility,  for  the  calling  of  the  Barcelona  Conference,  now  scheduled  ^or  Mayl, 

This  conference,  like  the  Brussels  congress  of  last  year,  is  a  type  of  “New  Zimmer- 
wald”  conference!  that  is,  as  in  1915,  we  are  confronted _ with  the  collapse  of  the  old 
Internationals,  the  need  of  a  new  revolutionary  International  (which  t ode. y  .-n  y 
be  the  Fourth  International),  and  the  fact  that  the  elements  for  building  it  are  scat¬ 
tered  and  disintegrated.  As  ih  1915,  it  is  necessary  to  establish  an  international 
discussion  through  conferences^  to  crystallize  the  revolutionary  eleraen  ^  an  sep^i 
ate  them  from  the  reformists  and  centrists. 

2.  We  have  consistently  fought  any  attempts  to  exclude  any  section  of  the  revolution¬ 

ary  movement  from  such  a  conference.  Specifically,  when  Schwab  last  November  stated 
that  Gorkin  of  the  POUM  was  opposed  to  admitting  ’’Trotskyites” to  *  9  f 

ference,  we  challenged  his  statement  in  a  letter  to  Gorkin,  other 

admitting  not  only  those  affiliated  organizationally  with  Trotsky  but  Is o^th 

groups  like  ours  who  are  for  a  Fourth  international  ’while  org-.ni  -  ’_„j  t  +ue 

and  having  certain  political  differences  with  the  Trotskyites  on  th 0  ro^rB^Jon 
Fourth  international.  Gorkin’s  answer  has  not  been  received,  bat  i  *  ■ ■ 

with  our  Cofcrade  Krehm,  he  stated  that  he  never  was  and  is  not  now  m  i  .vor  of  the 
elusion  of  the  Trotskyites  or  of  the  other  Fourth  Internationalist  group  . 

3.  In  this  issue  we  translate  two  Trotskyite  documents,  explaining  why  they  are 
»;  £.  SS.1I*  they  iid  g.  to  th. 

need  not  pay  much  attention  to  the  unintelligent  reference  to  "Field,  the  ..nti  T  o 
skyite,  sectarian,  etc”,  or  to  the  comical  scorn  with  which  the  refer  to  the  l  .ck^ 
of  mass  following  of  the  parties  of  the  London  Bureau  (outside  of  the  POUM)  • 


1 


-.0  n  know,  the  ILP  -.lone  m*  more  members  th-.n  such  "mass"  organisations  as  the  So.- 
ialist  party  of  .\merica. 

••/hat  is  important  is  the  results  of  participation  in  the  Brussels  Congress .  Accord 
ing  to  the  documents  these  results  were  harmful.  It  gave  the  centrists  a  common  pro- 
gram  j  the  at  tack  on  -Trotskyism-,  while  if  we  arri  the  RSAP  had  not  been  present,  there 
would  have  been  no  common  basis,  and  consequently,  the  London  Bureau  wou  ® 

To  pieces  -  by  itself.  This  is  a  non-Marxist,  fatalistic  posi  ion,  wrongm  theory 
and  contradicted  by  the  facts.  It  is  wrong  because  it  denies  the  objective  role  of 
the  revolutionists  in  influencing  the  development  of  centrist  organi zationSjit^^ 
that  this  development  will  proceed  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner  1  orgn.n- 

abstain  from  action,  and  leave  it  to  the  -histo^cal  process-.  This  from  an  orga  , 

ization  which  had  actually  liquidated  itself  into  reformist  organizations 
-influence-  them  from  within. 

It  is  contradicted  by  the  facta.  It  was  precisely  the  Trotskyit.s'  policy  of  ab- 
stention  toward  the  London  Bureau  that  helped  to  keep  it  together.  I  -  -  P 
by  participating  in  the  conference  that  we  had  the  opportunity  to  bring  out  into  he 
open  those  issues  which  are  burning  questions  within  the  centnat  parties,  S^in,  the 
Fourth  International,  the  Soviet  Union.  By  demanding  clarity  and  ^ 

loa l  positions  on  these  issues,  we  forced  the  right  wing  (Schwab,  Brockw ay,  etc.),  to 
appear  openly,  not  only  against  the  left  wingers  in  their 

other  parties  of  the  London  Bureau  which  were  moving  left.  m  spi  o.comolish 

forces,  this  was  more  than  abstentionism  and  ultimatism  had  been  a  ‘P 

since  the  Declaration  of  Four.  This  appeared  in  the  discussion  m  the  press  of  t  he 
ILF,  the  SAP,  the  Dutch  RSB,  and  others,  of  our  position  for  a  Fourth  » 

for  clarity  before  unity,  for  the  building  of  a  revolutionary  movement  by  particip 
tion  in  mass  organizations  and  the  clarification,  differentiation  a  sep^ra  10 
revolutionists  from  reformists  and  centrists. 

4.  The  Trotskyitss  on  this  issue, too,  are  apparently  J®^d^0^®dw^t<5^pg^y1>tomchangQ 
concessions  to  the  line  of  participation,  even  though  th  y  '  ,  -s  n0^ 

their  line.  For  this  reason,  they  resort  to  flimsy  argumentation*  Barcelona  is  not ^ 
Brussels,  the  revolutionary  Spanish  masses  will  exert  an  influence  on  ,  ® 
in  Barcelona  (apparently  not  on  the  F5UC  -  besides,  if  revolutionist  should  P  rtici 
pate  in  conferences  only  if  there  is  a  favorable  revolutionary  milieu,  why  aid 
Trotskyites  pick  for  their  conference  last  August*  of  all  places  G  ) 

This  nonsense  is  an  actual  obstacle  to  a  principled  revision  of  ^eir  sectarian^ 
line  of  the  past  toward  the  centrist  organizations  and  a  principled  apceptance  of  the 
-New  Zimmerwald -  line  on  the  basis  of  the  independent  activity  of  the  revolutionary 
organization.  This  revision  is  necessary  if  the  Trotskyi  es  are  to  be  a 
the  development  of  the  revolutionary  movement  and  the  actual  buildi  g 
Intern?wtional* 

5.  The  growing  influence  of  Stalinism  is  one  of  the  forces  that  is  di 8 rating  the 
Lond  on  SSS  The  St^inist  line  of  Poople^Front  orces  every^group  £0^ 
ganization  to  take  a  position,  to  declare  itself  ,.nd  either  11  .P  « nd  ali 

and  the  bourgeoisie,  or  carry  on  revolutionary  ormism!  The  POIM 

forms  of  conciliation  with  it,  soeial-demociatic  or  St -simist  jeiormi  n  b 

has  no  choice  in  the  matter  -  no  form  of  conciliation  i3  obiectively 

the  Spanish  events  immediately  translate  every  programmatic  0  9  .  d 

They  must  fight  the  CP  the  01,  or  liquidate.  The  other  Pf ol- 

bureau  still  'trying  to  fxnd  cotuprovaxse^ *  h*.lf  v/ay  solu  x  ±  . 

ate  them  from  the  masses-,  but  make  possible  some  form_of  ^princxp  S  eang  ^i!rlist 

Stalinists.  The  XLP  has  opened  a  -unity  campaign**  with  the  CP  and  the  Bo  a. 

League  (whose  first  achievement  in  unity  was  its  expulsion  from  the  L -hour  B  J 
The  ILP  can  still  make  -reservations-  about  the  people’s  Front.  actually  they  are 

(r^ntinuod  on  last  p&ge) 


the  p.  o.  u.  m. 


■'RESCLUTIONS  'OF 
(Adopted  by  the  plenum  of  the  Enlarged  Central  Committee  of  the  PC  Of,  Jar..  1937) 

~-oOo' — - - - 

I*  POLITICAL  RESOLUTION 

~h-^^.^.e.o^iQ^^empta  to  Raise  its  Head  -  The  revolution  begun  on  July  i  o+.v 

tc  !“  Jf* * * * * 6  «**«,  is  goii 

ia  ■  "ttr  ■rfn-1  • «  ,  ° y ourgeoxsie,  terrorized  in  the  first  phase  of  the  movement, 

riS0  lu?  h*f>  into  the  institutions  created  by 

to  achieve  ite  ^  occupying  the  strategic  positions  which  it  had  lost,  m  order 

all  nnors'l  «<  •  °  ai^sJ  i  is  not  presenting  its  intentions  openly,  but  as  usual, in 

ty bougie *  '  ^+iS  makinS  cf  the  parties  and  groups,  ef  the 

greater  Euamrtie"  nre^CI-  e  w°rking-claas ,  in  order  to  carry  on  its  work  with 
grea-cer  guarantiee  of  eificiency  and  of  unity. 

situfltdiv  •T°ro  +  :£jn^S  ««oePtio»1ly  favorable  environment  in  the  occupational 

comDliceted* r  hi  ^  war*  '•^le  imperious  necessity  of  vanning  the  war,  the 

complicated  problems  which  it  poses,  and  its  necessities  constitute  a  factor 

Ind  fevo;?tTlynr^aS'ed/+!:aS  anuextra?rdinary  p™6r  of  action  over  the  masses 
ir  tbh  V  ar'°  of  those  who  claim  to  bury  the  revolution  by  forcing  it  with- 

ize  that  i  of.th9  democratic  republic.  The  working-class  must  real- 

th„t  nrilv  H  a  ‘°}Q  'future -is -'at  ^  stake,,  that  w  and  revolution  are  inseparable, 

Po-sibiliti'L  ^  the  basis  of  the  capitalist  regime  to  the  roots  will  all 

P<k.  lbilities  x or  victory  of  fascism  be  destroyed* 


Has  Not  Conquered j  It  is  fue  Exclusively 
iJ^ss  “  It  fascism  did  not,  triumph  by  a  t,h  unde  role 


_  To  The  Heroism  of  the  'Jerk i ng- 

ehtTJpi v  •  C'  r'\"IUIEph  by  a  thunderclap  on  July  19th,”  this  was  due  ' 

bv  surnnio  *  exclusively  to  the  heroic  energy  of  the  working  class  which,  caught 

takiiJPnosBhe'narmeJ%uaS  ablfi  t0  °pp0S9  a  barrier  to  the  fascist  advance,  and, 
old  fr^aL  t  Is  aw\f  th°  °*m*’  d9!’tr<’J  111  «aour...  of  powj  of  th. 

revolution  '  +  ?  rights  ^  of  private  property,  thereby  beginning  a  profound 

proletariat  wJt  ?  V**  til3;s,  circumstance,  of  immense, hist  orioal  importance,  the 
inert  nnd”+h  +  ,n  ,  0  e-v9rcise  the  absolute  hegemony  ov.er  the  revolutionary  move— 

6  P  ^  b°Urgeois  parties,  at  whose  tailend  the  working-class  had  fol¬ 
lowed  for  years,  disappeared  almost  completely  from  the  political  scene. 

jhey  Are  Trying  Tojfnd  ermine  the  .Positions  Conauered  bv  the  Working-Glass  -  Tt 
at  the  tiL  aUderef  *\y  th9  'they'll' attempting  to  undermine 

®H:"re.nt;  Tn  apar* Jrm  ««P««ton,  is  c  typical  govornm.nl  of  Sa.„? 

nion  ,  ..  jealous  guardian  of  the  precepts  of  a  democratic-bourgeois  constitution 

Se  previous 9ly  °bSol9J9  by,^he  9V9nts,  which  in  no  way  differs  fundamentally  from’ 
fromPb!inr^ us  government  of  the  People’s  Front.  The  government  of  fiatalonia,  aside 

,  ®  ltnilar  composition,  has  been  infinitely  more  progressive  th°n  the 

central  goyerjment  inasmuch  as  it  has  had  to  function  in  a  different  political 
enuiomem.,  detemmed  by  the  existence  of  two  organizations, 

18  L*i  an  ine  which  maintain  rerolatioaary  positions,  and  have 


Mil  1 


I 


prevented  the  petty  bourgeois  ideology  from  infecting  the  workings  lass  movement  and 
putting  it  at  the  service  of  ;bhe  interests  of  the  democratic  pet ty— bourgeoisie. 

The  Elimination  c-f  the  P.O.UJvI.  -  The  attempt  to  eliminate  the  FOUM  from  the  Council 
of  the  Generality,  the  first  step  of  a  vast  maneuver  whose  second  step  would  be  the 
elimination  of  the  CNT,  is  undertaken  in  order  to'  change  this  state  of  affairs  crem¬ 
ating  favorable  conditions  for  putting  a  brake  on  the  revolution. 

We  Must  Finish  With  Hie  Bourgeois  parliament  -  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  of  the  POUM  believes  that  one  of  the  most  effective  means  for  warding 
off  the  effects  of  this  vast  maneuver,  for  consolidating  the  conquests  of  the  work¬ 
ing-class  and  stimulating  the  revolutionary  process,  consists  in  neutralising  suit- 
aole  organs  of  expression  for  the  revolutionary  aspirations  of  the  working-class, 
which  bring  the  masses  together  and  can  constitute  the  basi3  far  the  future  regime. 

To  maintain  the  bourgeois  parliament  at  this  time  is  an  anachronism  t-hat  c,an  be  fat¬ 
al.  ihe  democratic  parliament  is  an  institution  which  corresponds  fo  the  stage  be¬ 
fore  July  19th.  Neither  by  its  composition  nor  by  its  spirit  can  it  respond  to  the¬ 
re  volutionary  necessities  of  the  preseht  moment.  It  is  not  parliament  that  can  fi>rge 
the  new  society,  but  a  constituent  assembly  which  will  lay  the  basis  for  a  Spain  free 
from  the  oppression  of  landlords  and  capitalists,  for  the  union  of  Socialist  Republics* 

Assembly  of -  Committees  of  the  Factories,  Representatives  of  the  peasants  and  Sold iers » ■ 
The  representatives  of  this  assembly  cannot  be  elected  by  the  system  of  universal" suf- 
rage,  a  survival  of  the  democratic  bourgeois  regime,  but  must  be  elected  by  the  work¬ 
ers,  the  peasants  and  the  soldiers,  represented  by  the  shop  and  factory  committees, 
the  peasant  assemblies  and  the  d elegates  from  the  front.  From  this  assembly  must 
arise  the  new  socialist  structure  of  the  country  and  the  workers  and  peasants  govern-' 
meat ^ which  will  represent  the  rising  will  of  the  masses  who  "are  struggling  against 
fascism  and  spi-lling  their  blood,  not  foy  the  democratic  republic  but  for  a  society 
free  of  capitalist  exploitation. 

Workers  Democracy  -  The  Enlarged  Central  Committee  of  the  POUM,  finally,  regards  as 
an  indispensable  condition  for  the  definitive- victory  of  the  proletariat  and  as  the 
guarantee  for  the  revolution,  a  vast  and  profound  workers  democracy  which  guarantees 
the  revolution  against  any  attempt  at  dictatorial  hegemony  by  any  particular  party  or 
organization.  For  this  purpose  it  believes  it  absolutely  indispensable  that  the 
shop  and  factory  committees  be  elected  directly  at  the  general  assemblies  of  the  work¬ 
ers  therein,  that  the  labor  unions  meet  in  assemblies,  and- that,  in  a  word,  the  whole 
working-class  participate  actively  and  directly  in  the  discussion  and  resolutions  of 
all  the  serious  problems  that  the- war  and  the  revolution  placed  before  the  country.  ' 

The  fundamental  slogans  of  the  movement  therefore  are  t 

DISSOLUTION  OF  THE  BOURGEOIS  PARLIAMENT  i 
CONSTITUENT  ASSEMBLY  CF  THE  DELEGATES  OF  THE  FACTORY 
COMMITTEES,  FEASANTS'  REPRESENTATIVES,  AND  DELEGATES 
FROM  THE  FRtNT  \ 

WORKERS  AND  PEASANTS  GOVERNMENT,  'WORKERS  DEMOCRACY 

II.  INTERNATIONAL  RESOLUTION 

1*  In  a  period  of  world  crisis  of  capitalism  —  a  chronic  and  definitive  crisis 
of  the  entire  system  —  and  of  maturity  of  the  objective  conditions  for  the  revolution, 
that  which  conquered  in  the  different  countries,  except  Russia,  has  been  the  counter¬ 
revolution*  In  a  situation  in  which  the  only  progressive  way  out  which  offers  it¬ 
self  to  humanity,  is  socialism,  that  which  imposed  itself  by  circumstances,  has  been 
fascism.  The  immediate  cause  of  this  contradiction  must  be  found,  not  only  in  the 


complete  bankruptcy  of  bourgeois  democracy*  which  has  been  rendered  obsolete  by  the 
social  necessities  and  the  urge  to  liberation  of  the  great  masses  of  people*  which 
ul‘rnec^  into  a  reactionary  stage  of  society  but  also  in  the  no  less  complete 
bankruptcy  of  reformist  socialism  and  in  the  impotence  of  official  communism*  de- 
^  enc  •  --ted  ar.d  oureuucratic*  to  lead -the  proletariat  to  the  revolutions*  As  a  re— 
suit-,,  bourgeois  democracy  has  shown  its  bankruptcy  as  a  social  regime*  and  the 
Second  and  Third  Internationals  as  instruments  for  the  revolutionary  emancipation 
o  -  r*  h  e  working  masses* 


2#  everything  permits  us  to  hope  that  the  Spanish  revolution*  begun  in  £e c— 
emher  1930  and  April  1931*  and  which  has  received  all  its  impetus  as  a  result  of 
the  attempt  at  fascist  counterrevolution*  has  come  to  close  the  period  of  great 
el|v  s,°  international  proletariat  and  of  the  victories  of  fascism.  our 

revo  ution  is  eminently  proletarian  and  socialist  and  as  such*  int er nationalist* 

I  constitutes  simply  a  new  link  in  the  chain  of  revolutions®  it  opens  a  new 
stage  m  the  world  proletarian  revolution® 

x  *  Civil  v/ar  unleashed  in  Spain  between  socialism  and  fascism  goes  beyond 
he  national^ limits#  Spain  has  become  an  international  center  for  the  class  atrug- 

g  e*  or  the  fight  to  the  death  between  the  bourgeoisie  and  the  proletariat#  At 
the  side  of  the  Spanish  bourgeoisie*  we  find  the  bourgeoisie  of  all  countries;  at 
le  side  ^  of  the  Spanish  proletariat*  we  find  the  international  proletariat#  We 
greet  with  deep  feeling  the  presence  among  our  fighters  of  the  revolutionary  work— 
®rs  other  countries  and  the  solidarity  of  the  international  proletariat  which* 
m  helping  us  to  conquer  in  Spain*  is  working  for  the  v/orld  revolution#  In  this 
sense*  we  rise  energetically  against  all  those*  within  and  outside  of  Spain*  who* 
by  proclaiming  that  the  purpose  of  our  struggle  is  the  defense  of  the  democratic 
repuolic*  contribute  to  disarm  the  working-class  ideologically  and  politically# 

4#  While  Hitler,  and  Mussolini  and  world  capitalism  were  actively  helping 
Spanish  fascism  which  had  risen  to  arms*  from  the  very  first  moment*  the  Labor  and 
Socialist  International  (2nd  International)*  and  the  Int  ernation&l  Trade  Union 
Federation*  as  well  as  the  governments  in  which  the  Socialists  participate*  de¬ 
clared  themselves  neutral*  Under  such  circums  tances*  this  neutrality  is  a  be¬ 
trayal  of  the  interests*  of  the  proletariat  and  of  socialism#  Such  an  attitude 
chowe  once  again  the  bankruptcy  of  reformist  socialism*  whose  policies  favor  alone* 
and  exclusively*  the  fascist  reaction#  Wo  invite  the  international  proletariat 
to  struggle  actively  against  the  policy  of  neutrality*  and  to  bring  us*  over  the 
heads  of  its  treacherous  leaders*  an  ever  more  effective  revolutionary  aid# 

5#  The  Soviet  Government  during  the  first  ifewo  months  of  the  struggle  in 
Spain*  associated  itself  with  the  policy  of  'neutrality,  thus  permitting  the  re¬ 
sistance  and  advance  of  Spanish  fascism#  The  pressure  of  the  toiling  masses  and 
the  cfcnger  of  seeing  the  positions  of  fascism  in  all  of  Europe*  and  particularly 
in  Germany*  strengthened  as  a  result  of  a  possible  victory  of  Spanish  fascism* 
have  caused  a  change  of  attitude  by  the  Soviet  Government#  We  greet  with  enthu¬ 
siasm*  the  aid  of  the  Russian  people  and  we  say  to  it  that*  fiathful  to  our  trad¬ 
itional  attitude*  we  shall  remain,  with  weapons  in  hand*  ready  to  run  to  its  aid 
at  any  time  in  the  face  of  the  possible  attacks  of  the  world  bourgeoisie#  Still 
we  insist  on  declaring  likewise  that  we  are  prepared  to  prevent  by  all  the  means 
within  our  reach*  that  in  exchange  for  material  aid  anyone  claiming  to  intervene 
in  or  monopolize  the  leadership  of  the  Spanish  proletariat  with  any  other  purposes 
than  its  own*  which  are  those  of  its  revolutionary  emancipation*  For  this 
reason*  we  reaffirm  our  conviction  that  the  best  way  to  aid  and  defend  the  Soviet 
proletariat  consists  in  the  triumph  of  the  Spanish  revolution  and  driving  forward 
the  i ut g  r m t  to  na.1 .  re  vol nt  5  on  j 


.6*  A  widely  spread  opinion  in  Spain  and  abroad  attempts  to  prove  that  the  Span^- 
j.sh  civil  war  can  determine  the  outbreak  of  a  new *  imperialist  world  war.**  We  rise  up 
against  this  cynical  deception*  The  imperialist  war*  if  it  happens  s  will  be  the  re- 
suit  of  the  contradictions  of  the  capitalist  regime  and  of  the  rivalries  among  imper^ 
ialist  states  and  groups  of  states.  The  only  way  of  getting  rid  of  war  consists  in 
getting  rid  of  the  system  which  creates  it*  that  is,  the  capitalist  system*  In  strug- 
gling  for  the  triumph  of  the  socialist  revolution*  the  Spanish  proletariat  is  strug— 
ling  effectively  for  peace.  The  cause  of  peace*  therefore*  identifies  itself  with 
the  cause  of  our  revolution*  which  pursues  the  destruction  of  capitalism  and  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  socialism*  Like  Lenin  during  the  war  and  after  the  Russian  revolution*  we 
proclaim  before  the  world  proletariat  the  necessity  of  struggling  in  a  revolutionar  y 
manner  against  war  and*  if  the  imperialist  war  breaks  out,  of  transforming  it  into  a 
civil  war*  into  armed  insurrect ions  * 

7*  The  governments  of  France  and  of  England*  frightened  by  the  internat ional 
radiation  of  the  Spanish  revolution,  are  trying  to  strangle  it  by  means  of  a  possible 
armistice  or  a  pact  with  the  fascists «  The  League  of  Nations  which  from  its  founda- 
tion  has  shown  itself  incapable  of  making  respected  the  right  of  people  to  dispose  of 
themselves*  which  is  nothing  more  than  an  organization  for  the  protection  of  capital— 
ist  interests*  adopts  the  proposal  of  the  Fr^nco-English  governments*;?©  rise  energet¬ 
ically^  against  the  attempt  to  strangle  the  march  of  the  revolution  in  Spain  and  we 
maintain  firmly  our  slogan!  *»T0  THE  VERY  END  1  TO  VICTORY  6r  TO  AeATH  l  » 

8/.:  The  proletariat,  in  order  to  win,  needs  the  existence  of*  revolutionary  par¬ 
ties*  amder  an  international  discipline*  This  poses  the  question  of  the  revolution¬ 
ary  ^International#  This  International  does  not  exist*  The  Second  and  the  Third  in¬ 

ternationals  are  not*  and  cannot  be,  the  instrument  for  the  world  revolution#  No  more 
can  the  Fourth ‘International  be  such  an  instrument,  founded  by  Trotsky  without  roots 
among  the -masses,  because  of  its  sectarian  character#  The  historical  circumstances 
have  turned  our  country  into  the  actual  center  of  the  world  revolutionary  struggle, 
and  tuhned  our  party  into  a  point  of  convergence  of  the  independent  Marxist  groups 
and  parties  of  the  different  countries#  The  international  Conference  held  last’ Oct¬ 
ober  in^Brussels*^  conferred  on  our  Party*  together  with  the  International  Bureau  for 
Revolutionary  Socialist  Unity*  the  task  of  calling  in  Barcelona,  an  internat  ional  con- 
erence  of  the  independent  socialist  and  communist  parties,  with  the  purpose  of  anal¬ 
yzing  he  events  and  driving  forward  the  forces  for  the  future  organization  0 £&  truly 
revolutionary  International#  Our  party  is  prepared  to  c  arry  out  this  task  In  a  worthy 
manner*  in  agreement  with  the  London  Bureau,  conscious  that  the  Spanish  revolution 
qs  as^its  purpose,  to  drive  the  international  revolution  forward,  by  the  destruction- 
ot  capitalism  and  the  realization  of  socialism# 

III#  TRATE  UNION  RESOLUTION 

H-ving  analyzed  in  detail  the  trade  union  policy  to  be  followed  by  the  party  un¬ 
der  the  new  conditions  created  by  the  revolution*  the  Enlarged  Central  Committee  aff¬ 
irms! 

-  a*  Ihat  the  trade  unions  have  lost  the  character  of  instruments  of 
struggle  on  the-  economic  field  against  capitalism# 

b#  That  ^  they  have  been  transformed  into  o-rganisms  through  which  in 
reality  the  new  economic  structure  is  coming  into  existence# 

c*  That  nevertheless  they  have  not  lost  the  character  of  instruments 
in  the  wervice  of  the  class  struggle# 


0„  the  busis  ot  these  three  fundamental  churheteristics,  the  Snl-.rged  Oentrol 
Q vtmaiJ'j  1f&& -  AS *  ' 

First:  to' elect  a  Trade  Union  Secretariat. 

Second  i  To  organise  trhde  union  r.nd  '.industrial  factions  on  a 
locnl  saale  * 

♦  -  •  4-inn  n  n  t  ^nd  to  s  pood  up  tho  entry  into 
Third  i  To  remain  m  the  U.E.T.  ,nd  v  v  lv  in  the  F*0*U*S, 

it  of  the  trade  unions  which  were  lormex  y 

.Fourth:  To  democratize  the  internal  regime  *n*h®t^*  cases  de~ 
ing  as  many  meetings  as  passable;  or  an  other 

minding  meetings- 

;  nfth.  to 

^SSy  SS  iho  ^Jeot  of  centraUti^  production  ^ 

sale  as  a  transitional  stage  toward  socialization. 

Sixth*  To  ^^****;j£  ?n°bTrehfi«nn1ho  ‘new  iZvmio 

phase*  •  *  ■  * 

Seventh,  To  expose  the  reformist 

leadership  cf  the  li-G.T-.s  thuo  j-  &  between  the 

'  conditions  which  will  for  the  independence 

if& s.*?cT tima 

°11  over  for  the  calling  of  Congress  of  the  U.G.T. 

:  Eighth ,  To  tute  .advent  age  of  the  present  Tj His 

trade  union  unity  ?  to  accele  undertake -around  this 

unity  into  a  single  center  ^d>o  fighting  for 

slogan  a  campaign  of.  -gitvtion  •»»  P  V  b  comrfiittees 

‘he  “tnfJo  c< If. eder”fonTc of  the  U-G.T.  and  the  C.N.T. 
cjnong  the  loc  .a  ieaer  .hui  _  .a,  ±.ha  nuroosa  of  pre1- 

,  thd  the  holding  of  joint  meetings,  p  £  T 

paring  favorable  conditions  for  the  caning 

Congress  *  •  .  '  '  _  1 

Ninth.  To ■  hcceierhte  the  tempo  of  .production  in  nil  those  industries 
..  which  are  working,  for  .the  wir.f 

Tenth:  To  carry  on  agitation  and  propaganda  around  these  sloga 
,t  the  places  of  work  and  in  meetings. 


CRISIS 


THE  P.  0.  U.  M.  AND  THE 
I  N  THE  C  E  N  E  R  A  L  I  D  A  D  . 


(La  Batalla  -  organ  of  the  FOUM  -  December  16,  1936  ) 


TO  ALL  •WORKERS  l  r 

Imposed  by  the  P.S.U.C.  (United  Socialist  Party  of  Catalonia?  adhering  to 
3rd  International)?  which  has  put  a  brake  on  all  the  revolutionary  work  of  the 
proletariat  of  Catalonia?  the  crisis  in  the  Government  of  the  Generalidad  has  bro- 
ken  out. 

The  leaders  of  the  P.S.U.C.  and  of  the  U.G.  T.  think  that  the  moment  has  come 
which  will  permit  them  to  put  a  barrier  before  the  rising  revolution  and  to  make  a 
supreme  effort  to  keep';  it  in.  The  crisis  which  they  have  provoked  means  nothing 
else.  They  consider  the  elimination  of  the  P.O.U.M.  from  the  government  indispen¬ 
sable?  because  they  know  that  our  party  will  not  allow  the  destruction  of  the  con¬ 
quests  of  the  Revolution  within  the  government. 

With  the  P.O.U.M.  out  of  the  Government?  the  P.S.U.C.  attempts  to  assure  it¬ 
self  of  impunity  in  the  reconstruction  of  a  regular  army  which  is  to  be  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  military  professionals?  they  want  to  remove  the  army  from  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  workers?  they  want  to  prevent  the  creation  of  the  army  of  the  Revolut¬ 
ion,  'whose  basis  is  the  workers*  militias. 

The  P.S.U.C.  aims  to  constitute  a  "Government  with  full  powers”?  a  Government 
whose  Councillors  escape  from  the  control  of  the  organizations ?  in  short*  a  strong 
government  which  can  use  its  energy  only  against  the  revolutionary  creative  impulse 
of  the  proletariat. 

The  Central  Committee  of  the  P.O.U.M.?  now  meeting  in  Barcelona?  considers  it 
an  ineluctable  duty  to  denounce  before  the  working  class  the  maneuver  which  is  being 
attempted  against  the  revolution  that  began  on  July  19,  in  answer  to  the  fascist 
provocation. 

Presumably  the  entire  Central  Committee  of  the  P.O.U.M.  considers  indispens¬ 
able  the  anity  in  action  of  the  proletariat  in  order  to  bring  to  an  end  the  strug¬ 
gle  against  fascism  and  for  the  proletarian  revolution. 

If  this  unity  in  action  is  broken?  it  will  no  t  be  our  fault.  .Ve  have  made 
incalculable  efforts  to  prevent  it  from  being  broken.  life  ar6  prepared  to  contin¬ 
ue  these  efforts  fcfeill?  on  behalf  of  the  socialist  revolution. 

If  in  spite  of  our  efforts  and  our  sacrifices?  the  unity  in  action  is  brok¬ 
en?  the  fault  will  not  be  ours.  It  will  be  the  fault  of  those  who  subordinate 
everything  to  their  party  ambitions?  and  we  are  sure  that  in  the  not  too  distant  ■ 

future  the  facts. will  prove  as  right.  Unfortunately?  the  results  of  this  maneu¬ 
ver?  which?  carried  on  at  this  moment?  can  only  help  the  common  enemy,  are  still 
to  be  experienced .  That  is  why  we  are  obliged  to  denounce  it  before  the  working 
class  of  Catalonia. 


for  the  enlarged  central  committee* 

AndrSs  Nin,  Julian  Gorkin,  Jose  Rovira,  Jordi  Arquer,  Jose  Coll?  Juan  Andrade, 
Enrique  Girotiella,  pedro  Bonet,  Molins  Fabrega?  of  the  Executive  Committee? 
Jose  Marti?  for  the  City  of  P,arcelona?  Jose  FarraS,  for  the  Barcelona  Marches? 


Juan  FlarrA,  for  the  LSrida  EisAfrict; Miguel  Gay  geld,  for  the  C-erona  fistrict  s  ^  Francis¬ 
co  Oliva,  for  the  Tarragona  fistrict;  Sixto  Rafeinad,  for  Valencia,  Julian  Peirat,  for 
CastellftnJ  Enrique  Rodriguez,  for  Madrid;  Julio  Cid,  for  Andalusia;  urbano  .  Armestofor 
Guadalajara!  Eduardo  Mauricio,  for  Ext ratnad ura J  Ramfcn  Gracia,  for  AragonjMiguel  Tufet 
for  the  Alcubierre  front ;  Salvardor  Aymerich,  for  the  Tierz  front;  Antonia  Persuasion 
the  Vicien  front;  Francisco  Llovera,  for  the  Quicerris^rOVit,  Enrique  Sancho,  for  tlie  k 
Api&s  front;  Juan  Vila,  for  the  Cuarte  front;  Romualdo  Fuentea,  for  the  Madrid  front; 
Fernando  Navarro,*  for  the  Jfellestar  front;  for  the  P»0#¥#M.  Youth,  'Vildebaldo  Sobalde 
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THE  F.O.U.M.  BEFORE  THE  SITUATION  CREATE!  BY  THE  CRISIS  gF  THE 

GEHERALITAT 

(Speech  by  Andrfes  Nin  on  the  Present  Political  Situation  -  "La  Bat&lla" 

December  17th,  1936) 


From  the  cirophone  of  Radio  P.O.U.M.,  retransmitted  by  Radio  Barcelona  and  the 

"P.adio  Association  of  Catalonia'*# 

On  July  19th,  the  fascist  militarists  arose  in  arms  against  the  democratic  re¬ 
public  and  against  the  working-class#  The  proletariat  was  able  to  react  with  ener¬ 
gy  and  to  crush  fascist  militarism  completely.  The  bourgeois  power  fell  into  the 
middle  of  the  street# 

The  situation,  of  Catalonia  at  that  time  was  the  following  l  the  working  -  class 
was  the  absolute  master  of  everything;  the  government  of  the  Generalitat,  a  faithful 
reflection  of  the  situation  before  July  19th,  had  no  authority  before  the  masses  of 
the  people#  The  real  and  effective  power  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Central  Militias 
Committee,  which  .arose  on  July  19th#  Admittedly,  the  Central  Militias  Com  mittee 
was  not  an  authentically  proletarian  organization;  it  also  included  representative  s 
of  the  petty  bourgeois  and  the  reformist  forces.  As  was  logical,  a  duality  of  pow¬ 
ers  was  established  between  the  Council  of  the  Generalitat  and  the  Central  Militias 
Committee# 

’jyhen  the  Casanovist  government  was  constituted,  our  party,  conscious  ofiS"-its 
historical  responsibility,  fought  for  the  formation  of  an  authentic  workers*  govern¬ 
ment. 


Later,  when  the  present  government  which  has  just  resigned  from  the  Generalit¬ 
at,  was  formed,  we  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  forming  a  workers'  government .Grant— 
ed  that  the  criterion  that  prevailed  was  that  of  constituting  a  government  in  $hich 
all  the  anti-fascist  forces  would  be  represented*  Ye  accepted  the  formula  propos¬ 
ed  under  two  conditions*  that  there  be  a  workers  majority  and  that  a  program,  of  soc¬ 
ialist  transformation  be  undertaken*  The  first  condition  was  realized,  and  a  ser¬ 
ies  of  socialist  measures  were  undertaken# 

Neverthel4ss, •  the  reality  demonstrated  that  the  government  had  no  authority  , 
that  its  orders  were  not  obeyed,  that  its  prestige  before  the  masses  of  workers  was 
not  sufficient# 

From  the  beginning,  there  appeared  a  fundamental  difference  on  two  essential 
questions  *  the  war,  and  the  question  of  internal  safety# 


With  respect  to  the  war*  we  believe  that  the  remains  of  the  old  army  must  be  de¬ 
stroyed.  The  militias  are  ineffective?  we  need  an  array  that  we  can  oppose  to  the 
well-e quipped  ?  disciplined  and  trained  army  of  Franco.  But  this  array  must  be  a  wor¬ 

kers'  and  revolutionary  army.  It  is  certain  that  we  will  have  to  resort  to  the 
bourgeois  military  technicians#  The  question  is  if  these  technicians  are  to  have 
absolute  control  or  if  they  have  to  be  under  the  power  of  the  working-class*  We 

naturally?  declare  ourselves  in  favor  of  the  latter  criterion,  and  fight  for  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  commissariat  of  war,  directed  by  workers*  organizations# 

* . 

The  petty  bourgeois . parties  and  the  p.S.U.C.  fight  to  have  the  military  techni¬ 
cians  act  as  absolute  masters  in  control  of  the  army,  and  to  have  the  Councillor  of 
Safety  free  from  control  or  interference  by  anybody.  This  last,  of  course,-  -  was 
directed  against  the  Council' of  Safety.  A  little  later  the  P.S.U.C.  and  theU«G*T* 
presented  to  the  C.N.T.  a  document  in  which  they  demanded  the  following*  a  govern¬ 
ment  with  full  powers,  a  Commissariat  of  War  and  the  removal  of  the  socia^Est  control. 

V 

Under  the  present  oircumstances ,  a  government  can  be  strong  only  if  it  repres¬ 
ents  the  revolutionary  proletariat.  With  respect  to  the  other  two  points,  we  hess 
stated  our  opinion  above* 

War  and  revolution  are  completely  inseparable*  To  eliminate  the  work  of  soc¬ 
ial  t  rare  formation  which  is  being  carried  on,  is  equivalent  to  leaving  things.tan  the 
same  position  as  they  were  on  July  19th* 

The  P.S.U.C.  wa.nts  to  eliminate  us  from  the  Council  of  the  Generalitat*  The 
reasons  according  to  them  are  that  we  attack  the  U»S.S*R.  snd  that  we  have  not  com¬ 
plied  with  the  decrees  ordered  by  the  Council  of  the  Generalitat* 

We  have  been  the  first  defenders  of  the  U.S.S.R*  when  those  who  are  attacking 
us  today  used  to  cover  it  with  insults  and  calumnies*  Vie  thank  the  Russian  people 
for  the  help  which'  it  gives  us  but  at  the  same  time  Mexico  helps  us  too*  Nut  no 
one  can  compel  us.  We  demand  that  the  working  class  of  Catalonia  be  the  absolute 
master  of  its  destinies.  "Je  reject  interference  no  matter  vihere  it  comes  from* 

They  want  to  eliminate  us  because  we  are  faithful-  to  the  proletarian  revolut¬ 
ion,  because  we  defend  intransigeantly  the  conquest  of  the  revolution*  We  will 
not  tolerate  within  or  without  the  Council  any  effort  to  make  ibortive,  the  magnif¬ 
icent  movement  in  uihich  we  are  living* 

It  is*  necessary  to  avoid  the  breaking  of  ths  unity  in  action  of  the  working  # 

class . 


We  do  not  reject  the  help  of  the  petty  bourgeoisie  if  it  is  willing  to  accept 
the  positions  of  the  proletariat* 

We  can  be  eliminated  from  the  Council,  but  we  will  not  be  eliminated  from  the 
Front,  from  the  life  of  the  trade  unions,  from  public  life  in  general* 

< 

If  a  Council  is  constituted  without  the  P*0.U.M.»  it  will. have  less  authority 
than  the  previous  one,  because  one  of  the  most  important  proletarian  forces  will  not 
form  part  of  it#. 
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CANADIAN  SECTION 


CONCERNING  THE  CHARACTER  ,4 NT  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  NE'.if  COUNCIL  OF  THE  GENERAL- 
_ IT  AT. 


(  "Daily  Political  Notas'*,  La  Batalla  -  pacember  19,1936) 

Amplifying  its  editorial  of  the  last  few  days,  "Solidaridad  Obrera"  (organ  of 
the  Anarchist;  controlled  CUT—  ed.)  of  yesterday,  printed  a  new  article  under  the  ti=~ 
ile,  "A  Government  Free  from  political  influences1’.  The  statement  alone  is  enough 
to  make  one  understand  the  substance  of  the  article  and  the  error  ox’  political  under¬ 
standing  which  it  commits.  it  attempts  to  interpret  the  meaning  of  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  and  thereby  to  justify  its  constitution  and  the  intervention  of  the  CNT  in  .it* 

The  task  is  difficult  and  in  spite  of  the  intentions  of  the  editorial  writer  of  Sol— 

id a ri dad  Obrera”,  he  does  not  succeed  in  solving  it. 

A  government ’’free  from  polit  1  1  Influences’1  can  have  two  meanings  t  unpolitic- 

al  in  the  general  sense  which  anarchism  gives  to  that  word,  or,  in  the  sense  of  the 
exclusion  of  the  parties  which  represent  the  interests  of  the  bourgeois  and  the  petty 
bourgeois  classes#  Unless  I  am  mistaken*  the  new  Council  of  the  Generalitat,  has 
neither  of  these  two  characteristics  which  the  CNT  organ  proposes# 

In  the  first  place,  there  is  a  profound  contradiction  between  the  present  op- 
inion  of  "Solidaridad  Obrera11  and  the  attitude  which  the  CNT  took  during  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  crisis.  understood  that  the  principal  thing  for  the  CNT  was  the 

maintenance  of  the  bloc  of  all  the  workers*  parties,  which  was  being  at tackedby  the 
P.S.U.C#,  by  demanding  our  expulsion  in  an  ultimatistic  manner#  All  of  us  believ¬ 
ed,  and  this  was  also  the  statement  of  "Solidaridad  Obrera"  itself  that  this  and  no 
other  was  the  political  meaning  of  the  crisis  in  the  Council  of  the  Generalitat  # 

.put  there*  is  something  more*  nor  can  it  be  said  that  the  new  goveronent  has  an 
.Hbpolat ical  character  in  the  sense  that  the  anarchists  'desire#  There  is  represent¬ 
ed  in  it  the  Republican  Left,  which  is  exclusively  a  political  party  of  the  petty 
bourgeoisie#  There  appear  as  ministerial  delegates  of  the  U*G#T.,  not  individual  s 
who  have  won  authority  up  to  the  present  time  exclusively  as  trade  union  leaders, but 
individuals  who  have  been  but  little  connected  with  the  leadership  of  the  U#G*T#  and 
whose  prevalent  characteristic  above  everything  else  is  that  of  leaders  of  the  Soci¬ 
alist  Party#  it  is  evident,  in  spite  of  all  the  Machiavellian  tricks  that  can  be 
played  with  words  and  with  political  concepts,  that  in  reality,  nobody,  not  even  the 
GNT  itself,  desired  an  unpolitical  government;  that  the  expression  arises  today, with 
the  sole  purpose  of  giving  a  sophist’s  explanation  of  the  solution  of  a  crisis  which 
appears  before  the  eys  of  the  working  class  in  its  true  chariot er»  a  plot  conscious¬ 
ly  organized  and,  we  can  say,  employing  the  language  of  politics,  organized  as  well, 
with  the  "int ervention  of  extraneous  elements",  for  the  purpose  of  eliminating  a  par¬ 
ty  v/hich  stands  on  eminently  revolutionary  positions  on  behalf  of  the  working-class# 

The  description  of  "government  free  from  political  influences"  can  also  mean  a 
ministerial  grouping  apart  from  the  old  political  or  petty  bourgeois  formations .This 
seems  even  less  likely#  There  remains  the  Esquerra  (Left— ed#)  with  its  entire  pol¬ 
itical  physiognomy  as  an  old  party  which  went  bankrupt  on  October  6th  and  on  Julyl9, 
and  even  since# 

Through  the  various  organs  of  opinion,  particularly  those  of  the  CNT  and  of 
the  P.3.U.C.,  we  can  appreciate  clearly  the  profound  differences  that  exist  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  program  to  be  carried  on  by  the  government#  This  indicates  the  lack  of 
homogeneity  of  the  government  as  to  the  criterion  of  the  application  of  government 
power#  "Solidaridad  Cbrera"  s^ys  precisely  in  the  same  'article  on  which  we  are  com¬ 
menting,  "we^  cannot  admit,  not  oven  as  a  suggestion,  certain  ideas  which  have  been 
launched,  during  these  days  of  crisis  by  representatives  of  certain  sections  of  the 
proletarian  and  pett  y  bourgeois  forces,  which  they  are  committed  to  circulate  with 
a  view  to  influencing  public  opinion  in  the  columns  of  the  press  to  the  effect  that 


I 

for  the  present  the  only  concern  of  interest  is  *to  dedicate  oneseli  exclusively  to 
the  task  of  organising  the  war  leaving  to  one  side  the  structure  of  future  economy? 
in  order  not  to  impose  on  anybody  solutions  for  the  problems  ox  tomorrow1*  No  ^  tne 
task  upon  which  we  and  all  workers  have  entered  ,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  pot»ty 
bourgeoisie,  is  to  win  the  war  at  the  front  and  to  build  the  revolution  on  tne  sco nr 
omic  and  social  field  behind  the  front#  To  leave  aside  the  second  part  for  the 
time  when  the  war  will  have  been  won,  would  mean  to  condemn  the  workers  to  return  to 
a  period  of  violent  struggles  in  which  passions  would  rise  to  red  hocat,  continuing 
the  civil  war  in  an  endemic  form*  To  launch  this  ichia  is  not  only  a  failure  to  keep 
the  promises  which  have  been  made,  but  is  a  grave  crime ,f  # 

It  results  from  what  has  been  transcribed  here  that  the  leaders  of  the  CNT$or 
at  least  the  editors  of  "Solidaridad  fhreraw  have  not  understood  the  whole  political 
depth  of  the  crisis  which  has  just  come  to  a  head,  since  the  proposal  was  exclusively 
that  of  forming  a  ministerial  grouping  on  the  basis  of  leaving  out  of  its  activities 
any  profound  transformations  in  a  socialist  sense,  of  the  structure  of  the  state*And 
if  we  have  been  eliminated,  it  was '  not  because  we  are  politicians ,  but  because  of  our 
REVOLUTIONARY  POLITICS* 

Andrade# 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmnimmmmTO 

THE _ _C_RISI5 _ OF  ^  FOREIGN  INTERFS.FSjjCE 

Today,  As  Tell  AC  Yesterday,  the  F#0#U#M#  Till  Bo  At  Its  post,  in  Ihe  Struggle. 

Against  Fascism  and  for  the  Social  Revolution# 

(La  Batalla*  ieceraber  18th,  1936) 


Ihe  recent  erUis  of  the  Council  of  the  Generalitat  of  Catalonia  and  its  sol¬ 
ution  result  in  certain  'experiences  and  certain  conclusions  which  must  be  placed  in 
relief*  Te  shall  do  this  with  our  customary  clarity# 

First  of  alii  a  point  to  which  we  have  already  called  attention  on  previous  oc.*- 
casions  and  which  resulted  in  a  note  to  -vihich  we  gave  the  reply  which  it  deserved* 

To  refer  to  the  foreign  interference,  to  the  extraordinary  intervent  ions,  to  the  ve~ 
toes  of  those  who  should  be  at  their  posts  and  c?Jrry  .out  fcheir  functions,  apart  from 
the  parties  and  organizations  who  have  to  intervene  in  the  political  life  of  Catal^ 
onia  and  of  Spain#  CJn  this  occasion,  .we'  received  a'  formal  denial#  The  reality  of  t 
t$e  facts  has  come  to  prove  that  we  were  right#  Ihe  crisis,  -and  its-  solution  have 
been  produced  under  the  dictation  of  this  foreign  interference,  and  all  the.  denials 
in  the  world  will  not  be  able  to  wipe  out  this  truth#  In  any  case,  we'  stand-. today 
on  the  same  position  as  yesterday*  for  our.  part,  we  shall  oppose  with  all  cur  energy 
the  attempt  of  anybody,  absolutely  anybody,  and  under  any  pretext,  to  intervene  in 
and  monopolize  the  leadership  of  the  Spanish  proletariat  for  purposes  which  are  not 
its  owni  those  of  its  revolutionary  emancipation,  freely  d  etermindd  by  itself* 

Another  statement  of  fact#  The  party  which,  moved  by  the  interference  in 
question,  provoked  the  crisis,  demanded,  as  all  will  recall,  for  the  formation  of  a 
strong  government  ~  a  government  strong  against  the  working  class  the  suppression 
of  the  organs  ?/hich,  representing  the  parties  and  the  organizations  whicn  are  strug~ 
gling  against  fascism,  exercise  control  over  the  public  order  and  the  defense#  These 

organs,  we  suppose  on  the  demand  of  the  CNT  comrades,  will  not  be  suppressed  for  the 
time  being#  This  means  to  say  that  the  fundament  .ft  question  was  ^ to  eliminate  the 
POIM  f r cm  the  Goimctl  of  the  Generalitat#  0 no**  this  immediate  objective  has  been 


anybody  think  that  the  party  in  question  will  give  up  its  proposal?  By 

it  r;t  til  ItToS^t  “A"  r9aohed  tha  *"*•  tte'tta.  ba? 

cst-blish.J  111  ,  *°  E°  further*  ■R“t  even  now,  following  ito 

It^ll  eL^vStrv°MStS9  "““‘A”1'® °f  “>««  "Vgane,  to  .ri.w' 

Witt^h:  ’’VeVuat8  S“L“*  -95lsta-f>  «  -U  *ry  to  alienate  it  as  it  diu 

Cou,*il  from  the  moment  of  its  constitution!  "0Xt  °rl013’  in  +'he 

union  +?V"  CT0il  *“  “Vgenised  on  the  basis  of  trade 

fast  that  the  gsnuerra  hL  thr^  °5  Rj^assaires  (share-croppers  -Ed.).  The 

plj  based  on  t£  trad?  L  ™  ^,  torS  13  th9  !’roof  that  this  Council  is  not  sim- 

d ire ctly  represented^9  £.  +IA  “*AT  But  th9re  is  mor<’  *«  “*  »<>  BBT  is  not 
are  not  men  from  the  WT^ut  ^rom  !5Un^“or6  “amed,  Wdiella,  Valdes,  and  Comorera, 
truth.  All  the  ’  from  the  ISbO.  All  the  world  knows  that  this  its  trbhh 

trade  union  Lmblrs  of  th^^T  A  And  the  first  to  see  it  are  too 

these  councillors*  jGT*  wh°  do  not  and  cannot  s*e  themselves  represented  ’by 


are  atJfUZJ??  *?rJa\Vtate0Kmt8  of  fact  which  it  is  necessary  to  point  out.  ihev 

everyone  knows  \ui  which  thS  m0St  baekward>  are  making*  they  are  truths  which 

proclaim.  h h  wa*  aS  can  be  Seen»  have  the  courage  and  the  energy  to 


Genemlit1tns0rren^hefidml  ^  yesterday  «**  «  left  the  Council  of  the 

that  we  are  wrth!^  Si  fron^and^h  2f  Tif*  *  -  ’*  *h  aU that  we  are  and  all 

against  fnaei sm  f A  +u  and  bellind  the  lines,  we  will  continue  the  •  s&CEiigle 

tfstan.'  SrS.  1  *I?“mph  of  the  aaaialist  revolution.  Vo  will  contiS 

w©  consider  that  if0??81  y  9  tha  unity  in  action  of  the  whole  working  class,  because 
undertaken  •„  ■  necessary,  and  indispensable,  to  crown  the  work  that  has  been 

we  confide;  thrt  AAA  «  now,  the  right  of  criticism,  because 

is  Lt  worthy  of  Sf™  jr3”0”033  M;  viS»‘  -  above  all  under  foreign  interfere  - 
as  an  opposition.  ■»  !.  .  Th1rust .  into  th»  apposition,  we  shall  act 

taken  without  0»r  -J+.t  -o'11  *  S  b  ?k  smgle  step  nor  that  such  a  step  be 

well.  criticism,  our  opposition,  our  protest.  Let  everyone  note  this 


(Hr-  . AND  .  F.O.U.M. 

^  ha  B  .tall  t  ,  ..  January  19,  1937) 

(Editorial  Reproduced  from  "El  Combatiento  Rojo") 

(irgan  of  the  POl M  in  Madrid ,  later  suppressed ) 

(February  8,  1937) 

nntoroflS^ePr°iU^  e?act^'»  wftil  th®  words  erased  by  the  censorship,  the  following 
mg  and  timely  editorial  from  "El  Combat iente  Rojo”  of  Madrid  > 

revolutj'J^v^f^10!'^  °f  our.glorioas  October,  which  has  completely  proven  its 

t:“Ss^:r5’ 10  co,,ii,,g  ’’M,t  to  iife « » ‘*»«».  »  «»«• 

tions  rvhi^h  h+ir*th  °£  th6J/orkorS'  Alliance  was  due  primarily  fo  the  two  organiza- 
ti°T+th  h  Joday»imarg®d>  constitute  the  PflJM.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  re- 
d0S!.'S°  p:-frlciPat9d  actively  in  the  proletarian  insurrection  of  1934  of  the 
enormous  difficulties  which  we  had  to  overcome  in  order  to  have  our  slogan  become  a 


reality*  The  unbounded  fury  ef  those  who  J1  decisive"'"^ top^i^  the  struggle  i«< 

us f  sabotaged  as  usual*  a  thing  t  a  r0P£*  •Workers*  AXli^e11  was  called,  by 
the  emancipation  of  the  proletana  •  Fascism”,  in  a  pamphlet  published  vx  “b 

«!h9  Holy  Alliance  ef  Counterrevolution  and  Fascism  , 

the  sole  purpose  of  fighting  it. 

HO,  the  ,.ly  A3.lio.nce  of  Counter 

the  Asturias  ia  unnecessary  to  recall  to  ay.  weaKEM*  POLITICAL  ANT  ThAm 

in  which  the  Vbrkers'  Alliance  woe  mode  up  of  ALL Wo  ^  unity,  free  of 

CHOU  PBGAHIZATI0H3,  f  Vr°*3*“^h°  °™e  or  less  democratic  bourgeoisie,,  it  is 

“.political  .1  economic  emancipation. 

»  i  -i_  ^  ”i  qoa  v/as  not  the  wo x* b 

The  death  blew  which  Spanish  fascism  suffered  xn  Cct  °  *  >  uJted  proletariat 

of  the . (censored) . petty  the  W*’  Alliance,  > 

under  arms,  if  the  form  of  revolutiottery  organizatio n,  rest  of  Spaitlj  it  xs 

which  the  Asturian  proletariat  adoptf^  a  ba  quite  different  from  that  which  we 

certain  that  the  political  paaarama  today  would  q 

sea.  ^ 

■Je  are  not  going  to  examine  today,  the  defect Sixths  ““’^ttiUide  of  certain 
trajals  of  which  the  ’°rki^;£“Jl\^yIe  the  circumstances  which  made  possible 

.®;‘;rlChrff  ti;'wturian  proletariat  in  that  magnificent  gesture. 

The  Jcrkere’  Alliance,  seated  by  the  action  ef  the 

organizations  of  which  it  was  < composed.,  the  workers'  parties,  in-* 

.  two  trade  union  centers.  There  also  t ^ich  had  already  Proven  the  bankruptcy 
eluding  the  F.A.I.  The  democratic  parties  'vhichhad  ^ea^P  ^  emphasiZQ  th 

of  their  policies,  had  nothing  to  do  rfith  it  I  dence  0f  the  working-class, 

fact,  that  thanks  to  this,  thanks  to  the  political  inaepe 
the  tri^ph  of  Asturias  wqs  possible# 

:  .  The  F.O.U.M.  has  always  been  the  mo3J ^ofthe^StJ  of  the  class  comes  into 
letariat.  At  those  moments  unity  made  for  revolutionary  pur- 

the  foreground,  the  r.°.U.M.  fxgh  s  ^  dependence  on  democratic  illusions. 

poses,  for  class  purposes,  without  felling  t  ^  othQr  aim  than  the  trans- 

The  unity  of  the  revolutionary  prol^ariat  j  l  9Xploiters  will  have 

formation  of  the  bourgeois  regime  by  the  socialist,  .max 

nothing  to  exploit* 

Wiibcui  ever  ,Uiiibg  **.«*  *BU9  lib'rti9S 

sec  rated  in  the  . {.Sensored) . of  [kwlnmen  «  y  g 

_ _ — m—mmmm^g^^ 

. :  ..  ..  ...  »,;<  ”1 L‘"‘ 

'•  ,f Rseolution  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  FOUlfc 


(*IA  Bat  all  a”  January.  24,  3^37) 


.  it  *is  time  the  prisoner’s 

A  new  sensational  trial  has  b6Q” v—Sokolnnkov/seribriakov  and  other  less 
dock  is  occupied  by  Radek,  FyatakoVs  M-  f  These  who  wore  shot  in  September 

known- names  to  the  number,  of  sixteen.  S  .  -•  , ^  under  Stalinist  Thermxder- 

were  also  .sixteen.  ;  „ -Undoubt 3dl;y^  -that-  makoS..^  •  old  Guard,  rev- 

ism.  in ‘any  case,  these  msnliks  tSS..  of  henin,  the  33  th 

olutionary  fighters  of  the  old  times,  olo  .  the-'others  in  their  ceUs 

anniversary  of  whose  death -they  cole-n  a  red;,  I-  -  _  -  -r 

under  the  threat  of  being  shot,-.  ”  -  ■  "  -  ■  1  -  ; /_  /. 


v 


vyhen  linoviev?  Kamenev  and  their  .fourteen  companions  were  condemned  and  shot? 
we  were  the  only  ones  in  Spain  to  raise  our  voice  in  protest.  It  was  our  duty  and 
we  did  it#  Today  again  we  must  raise  our  voice  to  carry  out  the  same  duty#  ^ Shall 
y/q  find  companion  voices?  For  the  honor  and  the  conscience  of  the  Spanish  proletari— 
at?  of  our  glorious  Spanish  revolution?  let  us  hope  that  we  will#  Alone  or  with 
others?  we  cannot  pass  in  silence?  the  new  and  monstr'  ous  crime  v/hich  is  being  pre~ 
pp^red  in  Moscow# 

For  we  are  convinced  that  the  accused  are  innocent#  Of  what  are  they  being- 
accused?  in  the  first  place?  of  lelonging  to  a  "parallel  Trotskyite  center".  For 
Stalin?  to  be  a  Trotskyite  constitutes  the  most  monstrous  of  crimes#  We  are  not 
Trotskyites  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  Trotskyism?  but  we  believe  that  it  is  a  tend  — 
eney  of  the  workers  movement  which  is  as  legitimate  as  any  other#  Yet  the  fact  i3 
that  of  ull  those  who  were  put  on  trial?  so  far  as  we  know?  the  only  oppositionists? 
the  only  Trotskyite?  is  Muralov?  the  hero  of  the  revolutionary  days  of  Mcs  cow  in  Oct¬ 
ober?  1917 ?  the  man  who  had  the  esteem  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  for  his  courage  and  his 
revolutionary  integrity  and  honor*  And  against  this  man  and  his  comrades?  there  was 
launched  the  disgraceful  charge?  without  real  proofs?  of  "fomenting  differences  and 
committing  acts  of  terrorism"?  of  "being  in  the  service  of  espionage  of  certain  for- 
sign  governments"#  We  repeat  that  we.  are  profoundly  convinced  of  the  innocence  of 
the  accused  but  even  in  the  event  that  they  submit  to  confessing  guilt?  we  would  then 
ask  the  following  questioni  "What  is  happening  in  Russia?  what  is  the  situation  in 
Stalin1  s  Russia?  if  the  comrades  of  Lenin?  the  best  fighters  of  October?  who  have  oc- 
cupied  the  posts  of  greatest  responsibility?  had  to  resort  to  underground  action?  tc 
opposition  with  all  it$  consequences?  before  the  policies  of  Stalin?" 

For  this  to  happen?  it  was  necessary  purely  and  simply  that  in  present  day  Rus- 
sia?  the  most  elementary  idea  of  workers*  democracy  be  abolished?  to  fall  into  a  bu¬ 
reaucratic  regime  of  personal  dictatorship#  Of  the  October  revolution?  of  the  trad~ 
ition  of  Lenin?  there  remains  nothing  or  very  little#  The  fighters  ^of  October?  the 
former  comrades  of  Lanin?  today  have  become  annoying  witnesses?  kill-joys?  people  who 
must  be  suppressed  physically  after  they  have  been  suppressed  politically#  yesterday? 
jinoviev?  Kamenev  and  Smirnov?,  Today?  Radek?  Pyatakov?  Muralov*  ^  Tomorrow?  Bukhar— 
in#*#and  then  a  new  wagonload  will  be  prepared*  Stalinas  unquestionable  power  re— 

poses  on  terror# 

* 

The  accused  are  denied  any  possibility  of  defense#  In  Lenin’s  time?  at  the 
trial  of  the  $ocil»l^ievolutionariee?  a  foreign  delegation  of  workers  was  permitted  to 
attend*  But  those  who  were  on  trial  lived  on  Soviet  territory#  During  the  famous 
^Industrial  party"  trial?  the  accused?  who  are  today  even  occupy  bureaucratic  posts 
in  Russia?  enjoyed  all  kinds  of  means  of  defense#  Why  are  these  denied  to  the  great 
artisans  with  Lenin?  of  the  revolution  of  19177 

After  the  shooting  of  &inoviev  and  Kamenev?  the ’international  Buro  for  Revolut¬ 
ionary  Socialist  Unity?  proposed  the  formation  of  an  international  committee  of  in¬ 
vestigation  on  the  accusations  formulated  against  them  and  against  Trotsky  himself# 

At  that  time  we  supported  this  initiative?  which  ws  support  today  with  all  our  energy# 
The  international  proletariat  must  know  the  whole  truth#  It  is  imposs  ible^  to  ask^ 
that  the  cause  of  Russia  be  defended  if  the  right  to  know  what  is  going  on  in  Russia 
is  denidd# 


THE  EXECUTIVE  COMIT2EB  CF  IKE  FOUM. 
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OUR  PtSITIfN  0N  THE  FEOFLE1  S  FRONT  OF  SCURGEOISXE  AND  WORKERS 
("La  Bat  alia”  -  February  7?  1937) 


Even  if  the  procedure  is  not  new  nor  the  language  original?  we  admit  that  we 
would  never  have  believed  that  Stalinism  would  resort  to  such  methods  with  regard  to 
our  party*  A  campaign  which  has  been  undertaken  now  against  us>has  only  two  pre~ 
cedents  in  history *  the  insults  .and  calumnies  with  which  Menshevism  covered  the  par¬ 
ty  of  Lenin?  and  the  cruel  and  criminal  repression  carried  on  in  Germany  against  the 
Sparticists  in  Germany* 

Clarity  has  a3.ways  been  the  rule  of  our  party*  Clarity  in  its  policies? 
clarity  in  its  actions?  clarity  in  its  expressions*  Therefore  nothing  in  our  pos¬ 
ition  can  be  called,  deception  or  lying*  In  the  files  of  our  publications?  our  pol¬ 
icies  are  ratified*  It  is  a  rich  exhibit  which  nothing  can  tarnish* 

For  lack  of  better  arguments?  Stalinism  today  resorts  to  our  position  with  re-* 
gard  to  the  People’s  Front  in  order  to  demand  the  dissolution  of  the  FCUM?  the  con¬ 
fiscation  of  its  property  and  tha  indictment  of  its  Members*  Our  position  c.s  to 
the  People’s  Front  is  not  of  today*  That  we  oppose  to  -the  People’s  Front?  the 
front  of  the  working-class?  that  we  deny  that  the  petty  bourgeoisie  has  any  ability 
to  provide  leadership  for  the  benefit  of  the  proletariat?  that  the  aim  of  all  .work¬ 
ing  class  politics  must  be  directed  toward  the  revolution?  this  and  all  this  is  not 
of  todn.y*  '.Te  repeat?  let  them  go  over  our  writings  and  they  will  see  that  we  have 
held  our  present  position  for  more  than  a  year*  Vftiy  is  it  that  . today?  and  pre**,. 
cisely  today?  that  Stalinism  demands  our  dissolution  as  a  party?  !7hy  do  the  hour*- 
geois  press  and  orgqgnizations  rally  to  this  campaign?  .  v 

The  question  has  deeper  roots  than  would  appear*  In  all  this  campaign?  all 
these  proceedings?  all  these  policies  v/hich  have  their  patrons  in  what  are  called 
the  high  spheres?  have  a  single  object  and  only  one  aim*  to  put* a  brake  bn  the  rev— 
olution  and  keep  it  within  $he  democratic  limits  which  very  correctly  ware  over—  - 
flowed  on  July  19th*  The  .situation  is  so  critical  and  alarming  that  it  is  not 
only  our  party  but  also  the  very  CNT  and  let  them  look  at  their  press  to  see  if  -it 

is  not  so  —  puts  itself  on  guard  and  gives  voice  to  alarm* 

Our  party  has  a  clear  position  on  the  People’s  Front*  '  7/lth  the  people’s 
Front  to  the  extent  that  it  means  aid  in  cur  struggle  against  fascism!  without  the.  , 
people’s  Front  if  it  refuses  to  go  still  further?  up  to  the  social  revolution?  and 
against  the  People’s  Front  if  it  tries  to  bury  the  conquests  of  the  revolution  and 

prevent  the  working  class  from  tracing  the  road  of  its  own  destiny  for  itself* 

The  Stalinists*’  duty  is  to  give  an  answer  to  all  the  questions  that  the  rev*-, 
olution  raises  before  us#  Ambiguities ?  calumnies ?  double-dealing  in  revolutionary 
politics  is  worthless*  The  POEM?  which  has  drenched  the  ..battlefields  with  the 
blood  of  its ’best  men  has  already  a  rich?e  ven  if  short  history?  and  a  mare  than 
real  influence  within  the  Spanish  proletariat.*  It  is?therefore?  perfectly  useless 
to  pray  to  God  and  Heaven  for  our  dissolution  as  a  class  organization#  A^d  not 
only  useless'  but  produces  the  opposite  results*  The  rifles  of  thousands  of  milit¬ 
iamen  are  on  the  alert  ogainst  any  count  err  eyolutionary  maneuver* 


OPEN  LETTER  FROM  P.  0.  U.  M.  OF  M  APRIL 
TO  ALL  M  A  DRIP  WORKERS' 

_ 0  R  G  A  N  I  2  A  TICKS. _ _ _ 

( »l~.  BatallaM  -  February  9,1937) 

- —  oCo — - - 

(On  February  8th,  1937,  the  POUM  radio  station  in  Madrid  was  con¬ 
fiscated  and  the  publication  of  "El  Coabatiento  Rojo"  suspended 
by  order  of  the  Madrid  authorities  —  NIB*) 

Esteemed  Comrades*—  The  elements  which  have  undertaken  the  campaign  of  cal— 
umny  against  the  POUM  are  stopping  at  nothing.  We  do  not  desire  to  go  over  today 
one  by  one  all  the  injuries  which  have  been  committed  against  us  but  we  have  to  fight 
against  the  maneuver  which  is  already  being  outlined  in  a  clear  and  precise  manner* 

Over  the  radio  and  through  the  press,  it  is  being  repeated  with  suspicious  in¬ 
sistence  that  the  POUM  and  the  JCI  (Youth  Section  of  the  P03Sf'-  NIB’)are  preparing  acts 
of  physical  terror  against  the  anti-fascist  leaders  at  a  moment  when  the  fascists  see 
that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  enter  Madrid.  That  do  they  expect  from  this  new 
deception?  One  of  those  famous  trials  perhaps?  Whatever  it  may  be,  we  are  of. the 
opinion  that  the  accusation  is  of  such  seriousness  that  it  requires  the  imperious  in¬ 
tervention  of  all  the  proletarian  organizations. 

We  believe  that  this  is  not  only  a  private  question  which  affects  dnly  two  or¬ 
ganizations.  If  there  exist  provocative  elements  who  intend  to  execute  a  criminal 
maneuver,  they  must  be  pointed  out  completely  and  judged  implacably*^  Anyone .  oppos¬ 
ed  to  this  makes  himself  an  accomplice  of  the  inadmissible  schemes  of  the  enemies  of 
the  proletariat  . 

We  propose  a  Coaoission  ef  Inquiry  formed  by  representatives  of  all  the  workers* 
organizations  -  for  us  tho  bourgeois  ones  do  not  count  -  so  that  they  may  demand  of 
the  calumniators  proofs  of  the  accusations  that  have  been  launched,  and  publicly  give 
an  account  to  the  working-class  of  tho  results  of  their  activity. 

Wo  have  sufficient  reason  to  suspect  that  there  is  an  attempt  to  involve  us. in 
an  aet  of  provocation  and  we  appeal  to  the  class  solidarity  of  the  workers*  organiz¬ 
ations. 

Yours  for  the  Proletarian  Revolution, 

LOCAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  POUM. 


no  INEXPLICABLE  TELEGRAMS  FROM  LARGO  CABALLERO  TO  THE  .  POM* 

(*»La  Bat  alia  -  February  10,  1937) 

From  the  president  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  and  the  Minister  of  War  to 
the  Iberian  Communist  Youth  (JCI  -  POUM  Youth  Section),  Manresa. 

Following  your  telegram  of  yesterday  on  the  suspension  of  Radio  F.OIM  Madrid  and  seiz¬ 
ure  of  print  shap**Oc*abatiei-kt-fl  Bojo"  am  i nfcvrrai  yg  you  it  .is  not  a  question  of  the  Cen- 


traJL  Government  but  of  the  Generalidad #••• • 

’’president  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  and  Minister  of  Ar  to  tne  Secretary 

of  the  POUM  (Lorida) 

Seizure  of  Radio  Station  POIM  and  suspension  of  ’’Combatieht  e  Rojo’1  is  question  ax  feet 
ing  Government  Generalidad,  the  Contra!  Government  not  intervening  m  this  mat  ter  l!*  *  • 


Fantastic  \  Largo  Caballero  maintains  before  our  Lerida  section  as  well  as  th 
JCI  of  Manresat  That  the  Government  of  the  Gener alidad  is  to  blame  for  the  perse'H&aon 
which  the  delegate  Committee  for  the  Defense  of  Madrid  is  carrying  on  against  our 
Party  '• 

It  is  up  to  the  Government  of  the  Generalidad  to  clarify  the  accusation  which 
the  president  of  th©  Council  of  Ministers  and  Minsiter  of  Var  launches  against  it*  . 


SOMETHING  MORE  ABOUT  THE  "MYSTERIOUS*  TELEGRAMS  OF  L1RG0  CABALLERO 
_ _ TOTHBP.  o,  n.tt.  . _ _ _ 

( ,fLa  Bat  alia  -  February  11,  1937) 

T?e  said  yesterday  in  commenting  on  some  telegrams  of  Senor  Largo  Caballero  that 
we  were  convinced  that  the  Government  of  the  Generalidad  had  not  intervened  at  all  in 
the  persecution  let  loose  in  Madrid  against  our  Party#  7e  said  it  and  we  w/ere  dis-~ 
posed  to  believe  it  but  «*,»  Senor  Largo  Caballero  insists  on  his  point  and  we  cannot 
say  to  the  Senor  president  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  that  he  is  lying#  Etiquette 
forbids  and  we  have  not  the  necessary  information- 

7©  are  disposed  to  believe  that  the  Government  of  the  Generalidad  has  not  asked 
the  Defense  Council  of  Madrid  to  attack  our  periodical,  73 1  Combatiente  Rojo”  and  to 
seize  the  broadcast  station  of  our  Party  in  the  capital  of  the  Republic,  but  for  this, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  same  Government  of  the  Generqlidad  gives  us  an  answer  to  the 
telegrams  that  Sdnor  Largo  Caballero  sends  to  those  who  protest*  This  gent &f*~ 
firms  that  it  is  due  to  the  government  of  Barcelona*  Is  this  certain?  At  this 
moment,  in  fact,  we  don’t  know  what  to  say# 

If  it  is  not  certain,  why  does  the  m an  who  bears  the  greatest  responsibility  for 
the  Government  of  the  country  as  sert  it  with  such  firmness?  Seriously,  what  could 
have  impelled  the  Government  of  the  Generalidad  to  launch  a  repression  against  our 
party  in  Madrid?  How  does  the  Defense  Council  of  M?.drid  obey  orders  from  the  Govern- 
ment  of  the  Gene ralidadl  How  does  Senor  LArgo  Caballero  who  show  himself  so  jeal*- 
ous  of  the  perogatives  of  the  Central  Government  against  the  interference  of  the  #ov*-- 
ernment  of  Catalonia  tolerate  that  his  high  authority  be  flouted  in  this  manner? 

All  these  are  things  which  we  would  like  to  clear  up  in  order  to  know  viiat  we 
may  expect  from  the  men  who  govern  here  and  also  there# 

And  if  in  reality  somebody  has  taken  it  upon  himself  to  represent  with  full  at3* 
thority  the  Government  of  the  Generalidad  to  ask  for  such  a  monstrous  thing,  it  would 
still  be  good  to  know  it,  as  much  for  our  own  sake  as  for  the  entire'  working  class 
which  has  the  right  to  know  who  is  responsible  for  letting  loose  the  repression  against 
the  organs  of  the  revolution  for  the  benefit  of  reaction# 

* 

Let  us  hope  that  this  point,  like  the  others,  will  also  be  cleared  up# 

jfflmmmmmmmmmammmDmmmmmmmnmmmam 


S  E  N  0  R  CABALLERO  7  I  L  L  S  A  Y  -  -  - 


"5HB  GOYSRimirr.  OF  the  GENER  lLIJllT 


H.\S  IN  NO  7\Y  INTSRVSNSru 


Soys  Ssnor  Tirade lias ,  referring  to  the  Measures  Token  in  Mod rid 
against  the  POIM* 


(  "Lu  Bat  alia  **  February  12,  1937) 


- O0o^ — -- 

Yesterday  noon  the  prine  Councillor  received  the  newspaper  uien  in  his  office 
and'  made  the  following  statements 

:,I  would  appreciate  it",  said  Taradellas,  "if  you  would  take  note  that,  the 
Government  of  the  Goneralidad  had  taken  no  action  to  the  end  of  seizing  the  broadcast 
station  in  Madrid  and  the  periodical  published  by  that  party  in  Madrid  "gl  Coabatiente 
Rojo’1 , 

The  Government  of  the  Generalidad  has  not  done  it  because  it  cannot  do  it  and 
has  no  motive  for  doing  it.  I  repeat,  the  Government  of  the  Generalidcd  has  not 
intervened  in  any  way •  I  suppose  that  there  is  some  confiision."  . 

***  ** 


Senor  Largo  Caballero  affirms  that  the  government  has  not  intervened  in  this 
matter*  Senor  Taradellas  in  turn  denies  that  the  Generalidad  has  intervened* 

The  answer  received  by  two  sections  of  the  FCUM  does  not  pennit  the  suppos¬ 
ition  that  there  is  any  confusion  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  Valencia# 

Consequently*  we  ask  the  president  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  to  clarify  the 
incident • 


mmmmmmurmararrrnmjmmnrmnmmmimmmmmmmmprm 


A  HN5ER  C  U  3  0  A  S  S 


"IHO  GAVE  THE  COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY  ORTER  ? _  -  ("La  Bata  11  a"  -  Feb. 13, 37) 

- — -o0o~ - 

In  spite  of  the  denials  of  Senor  Taradellas*  Senor  Largo  Caballero*  presided 
of  the  Council  of  Ministers  and  Minister  of  Tar*  insists  in  his  telegrams  to  those 
who  protest  against  the  persecution  carried  out  in  Madrid  against  our  party  by  the 
delegate  Council  of  Defense*  that  this  persecution  is  due*  not  to  the  Central  Govern¬ 
ment  but  to  that  of  the  Generalidad. 


7e  would  not  insist  on  this  if  Senor  Largo  Caballero  did  not  flatly  contradict 
Senor  Taradellas-.  Before  the  new  proofs  we  hope  that  the  Councillor  Delegate  of  the 
Government  of  the  Generalidad*  will  ask  the  head  of  the  Government  of  Valencia  for 
clarification*  since  otherwise*  the  revolutionary  workers  of  Catalonia  will  not  know 
what  to  expect  between  the  affirmations  of  one  head  of  the  Government  and  tho  negat¬ 
ions  of  the  other.  It  is  to  the  interests  of  all  to  clarify  this  matter  so  that  all 
may  know  where  the  responsibilities  lie  for  these  measures  of  a  counterrevolutionary 
characte r.  - 


***  ***  * 


LARGO  CABALLERO  TO  OUR  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  ~  "President  of  the  Council  of 


Ministare  and  Minister  of  7ar  to  the  Executive  Committee  i  The  Measure  referred  to 
in  your  telegram  was  adopted  by  the  Government  of  the  General  id  ad  to  which  you  shoulo 
refer*  since  the  Central  Power  cannot  interfere  in  such  decisions  of  the  autonomous 
power®  Largo  Caballero11 

REPLY  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  ,  ~  '’President  Council  -  Valencia.  Our 


telegram  referred  to  measures  adopted  by  delegate  Council  of  Defense  of  Madrid  this 
government  against  Radio  poum  and  f,Combatient o  Rojo11  Madrid®  -  Executive  Committee 5 
POlM.,f 
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THE  .MARXISTS  ANT  TO  BREAK  THE  UNION  - 

(information  Bulletin  of  the  CNT-F\I>  December  16th,  1936) 

(  English  Edition  -  No.  19  ) 

- oOo— - - 

In  yesterday’s  press,  a  notice  appeared  concerning  the  discovery  of  a  conflict 
between  the  two  sectors  of  the  UGT»  the  POUM  and  the  PSUC,  both  represented  in  the 
Council  of  the  Generalidad  of  Catalonia.  A  conflict  of  so  violent  a  nature,  that 
the  parties  involved  wanted  to  exclude  each  other  from  the  offices  they  hold  in  the 
Council. 

* 

The  CNT,  conscious  of  its  responsibility  in  these  historical  moments,  not  only 
in  deeds  but  also  in  words,  published  nothing  about  the  said  matter,  hoping  that  the 
conflict  would  solve  itself  in  an  harmonious  way  by  putting  the  interests  of  the  Rev¬ 
olution  above  the  interests  of  the  organisations.  During  the  last  two  ’weeks,  the 
CNT  tried  by  various  discussions  to  convince  them,  that  it  is  better  to  unite  than  to 
separate,  and  that,  to  achieve  the  total  destruction  of  fascism  as  soon  as  possible, 

the  cause  of  the  proletariat  demands  mutual  concessions  from  all* 

These  are  decisive  moments  for  the  proletariat  and  for  liberty.  For  now  the 
fate  of  Spain  and  of  the  world  is  decided.  One  must;  not  forget,  that  the  destruct¬ 
ion  of  fascism  in  Spain  will  mean  the  beginning  of  the, end  for  international  fascism. 

From  the  very  first  moment,  when  the  fascist  danger  revealed  itself,  the  CNT 
demonstrated  that  it  was  prepared  to  place  everything  at  the  disposal  of  the  struggle 
against  reaction*  The  sacrifice  of  our  best  comrades,  and  the  willingness  to  cooper¬ 
ate  with  those  very  persons  who,  before,  had  bitterly  attacked  us. 

The  pact  which  all  the  antifascist  organisations  signed  when  they  constituted 
the  Council  of  the  Generalid ad ,  was  an  agreement  of  honor  in  which  we  did  not  demand, 
nor  do  we  .demand  now,  the  representation  corresponding  to  our  unquestionable  majority. 
Above  all,  differences  of  tactics,  ambitions  and  personal  sorrows,  wo  declared  unan¬ 
imously,  that,  until  the  war  was  ended  and  fascism  totally  destroyed,  all  sections 

represented  in  the  Council  ’will  maintain  the  spirit  of  cooperation.  The  CNT  act3 
accordihg  to  this  pact,  true  to  its  promise,  because  it  always  keeps  its  word  of 

honor.  It  asks  that  all  sections  represented  in  the  Council  of  the  Generalidad  must 
continue  their  cooperation. 

' 


At  this  moment  ?  when  all  party  conflict  is  suicidal?  there  must  be  but  one  aim  l 
Vwioxy  m.r .  fzAcistal  And  but  one  slogan!  To  maintain  the  antifascist  front  i 


From  morning  till  night  there  must  be  but  one  activity  i  Intense  work  \  so 


that  the  blood  of  our  comrades ?  fallen  on  the  battle-fields 


lr 


not  been  shed  in  vai 


if^in  the  face  of  everything?  one  section  wants  to  exterminate  another?  without 
considering  the  common  interests  of  the  proletariat?  or  creates  conflicts  which  will 
cause  others ^to  abandon  responsible  positions  which  they  took  up  voluntarily?  the 
National  Confederation  of  Labor  declares  in  all  earnestness?  that  it  will  not  fail 
its  duties?  that  it  will  never  leave  a  single  one  of  its  positions  of  responsibility 
or  danger* 


Let  us  be  worthy  the  people  we  represent  t  Don’t  let  us  forget  that  those  who 
abandon  their  positions  before  they  have  accomplished  the  end  for  which  they  united? 
will  be  considered  deserters  by  Catalonia  and  by  history# 

For  the  destruction  of  fascism  I 
For  th6  emancipation  of  the  workers  l 
For  the  freedom  of  the  people  ’• 

A1 1  ant i f as  c is  t s  mus  t  uni te  V 


Co . ini t toe  Regional  of 
Catalonia  of  the  CNT 
of  Spain# 


1HS_3P_ANISH  PRQLST  .RI 1 T  X3  NOT  FIGHTING  FOR  THE  D  E  H  OCR  \  T  I  C  REPUBLIC 


(English  Edition,  CNT  Information  Bulletin,  February  11,  1937( 


—  ^^-oOo — ' 


/ith  the  purpose  of  falsifying  the  true  significance  of  the  struggle  that  is 
being  made  by  the  Spanish  proletariat  with  singular  heroism?  certain  elements  have 
commenced  a  campaign  stating  that  we  are  fighting  for  the  democratic  and  parliament¬ 
ary  republic#  in  order  to  support  these  statements  they  give  incomprehensible  rea¬ 
sons  which  would  convince  nobody#  Those  persons  who  dream  of  a  more  or  less  quick 
return  to  the  political  disillusionment «  This  policy  of  criminal  indecision?  of 
•which  the  war  is  the  bloody  epilogue?  cannot  possibly  gain  the  upper  hand  again  and 
destroy  the  country  anew* 

The  democratic  parliamentary  republic?  with  socialist  pretensions?  was  not 
capable  of  preventing  the  criminal  attack  of  the  military  traitors  on  the  Spanish 
proletariat  —  an  attack  which  was  prepared  with  the  passive  complicity  of  these  pol¬ 
iticians  who  were  fully  aware  of  the  preparation  and  yet  were  un-ablo  to  prevent?  with 
the  necessary  energy  and  activity?  the  mass  murder  of  the  Spanish  workers* 

■/e  shall  make  no  reference  to  the  texts  of  Marx?  Engels  and  Lenin*  To  do  so 
would  be  puerile*  No  one  knows  better  than  the  Marxist  comrades?  the  innumerable 
controversies  existing  between  the  various  Marxist  organisations  and  it  is  enough  to 
refer  to  their  journals  in  order  to  find  hundreds  of  arguments  against  their  present 
political  course* 


The  Spanish  revolution  has  passed  already  the  bourgeois  democratic  stage. 
Under  no  pretext  whatever?  can  the  workers  be  asked  to  renounce  all  that  which  they 
have  gained#  The  supposed  incapacity  of  the  masses  to  fulfill  their  initial  task 
is  a  trick;  a  trick  that  smells  of  the  old  parliamentary  politics  and  can  no  longer 


,  . .  .f  mlSt  be  Emitted  that  the  Spanish  people  have 
bo  ascpeted  by  anyone*  In  real  1  yj  f‘  tinuing  the  revolution.  Some  persons 
proven  themselves  to  be  quite  capable  ot  con  b  the  interests  of  anyone, 

pretend  that  this,  can  proceed  without  wounding  or  d  . tinging 

pf  course,  that  is  not  possible. 

The  proletarians  and  the  P6^nt^  Ko^nf  could  de>- 

men.  They  did  not  have  tine  to  enter  the  unvers ities.  Analphabets  tfho 

of  fact,  are  analphabet*}  but  analphabets  with  ^  profound  mysteries  of  in- 

do  not  enter  into,  profound  d  ’*!' °0”kim  with  incredible  force,  from  early 

ternational  politics  but  analphabe  >  >  «<**<■  ruction  of  Spain.  And  who ,  at  the  same 
morning  till  late  everning,  ^A^tr^of the Evolution  and  the  victory  of 

M  SrL-in»««  of  ths  -  .1-1- 

in  which  all  men  will  bo  free  and  equal. 

The  politidans  must  have  n^ill^ions^  f0  fulfill  its  historic 

the  political  expression  of  a  cl  .ss,  -nd  whi«h  .  -  To  prQtQnd  th*t  tho  proletar- 

task  must  be  relegated  to  the  museum  of  ™tiq  ig<  P  Xvd  nonsenso  which  proved 

iat  must  sustain  such  democracy  is  nonsense  in ex  gvQn  morQ  so  for  the  workers 

»'*»  expensive  for  Arig^  for  i^  hhrution  ,»d  rot  for 

of  Spain.  The  Spanish  prolet  -ri  .t  is  struggling  convinced  of  this.  The 

a  democratic  parliamentary  republic.  ^v  y  _  blood  of  their  comrades  who 

workers  in  Spain  are  fully  conscious  of  the  f ^AYor At  purpose* 
have  fallen  under  the  fire  of  fascism,  was  not  given  for  th  t  purp 

THE  SPANISH  REVOLUTIONISTS  AND  THE  PROBLEM 
_  -OP  THE  STATS _ _ 

(•«L.a  Revolution  proletarienne"  -  January  10,  1937) 

(Revolutionary  Syndicalist  organ  -  Paris) 

- - — oOo-~ - - 

m  tho  course  of  tho  phot  fortnight,  tho  situiti  “  .iL'Thggor- 

from  tho  roUit-.ry  point  of  vior,  trth.  of  this  foot  in 

ated  optimism  of  the  journalists  at  B  -rco  ria^d  Obror^lf  of  December  31$ 

thoir  proopous  hotdlinoo.  Hero  i.  o~  ««»  "Soiio.rio.J  onror" 

x936!  V.noo  is  dofohtod.  ^t^-i1tSr^rOo™CoonU;uc'to  holp  «,-** 
lost  the  war  m  spite  of  the  tact  tn  x*  *xy 

But  together  with  the  improvement  at  the  front »^tha  soci 
interior  h'.vc  hccomo  ohirpori  thay  show  thoaselvoo  in  .  -.no.roho-syndic- 

ca.n  be  glimpsed  in  tho  case  of  Pablo  Y  guo. 

On  December  25,  «Solidaridad  Obrcra’*  published  a  long^oxtraeWrom  ^mamfosto 

signed  by  numoro'is  political  and  trade  union  org^niz  .  neiense  Council  of  Madrid, 
against  Pablo  Tguo  of  the  Communist  Party,  member  of  the  Dc«ons. 

reading  as  follows! 

"lodr.y’s  httoapt  his  shovm  us  th-.t  the  ^"^w*^** 

hnd  tho.t  it  is  not  only  uotivo  in  tho  interior  th-tAo  proceed  to  clomsfl 

workers’  org-.niihtions .  This  induces  us  to  roeomaene  th  t  u  P« 

our  organizations  in  order  to  keep  watch  on  our  enemies  .ra 
deserve*. 


"Nevertheless  at  the  same  time  we  utter 
Madrid.  The  life  of  the  leader  is  in  danger, 
the  wall,  the  more  he  will  try  to  strike  at 
oic  -c.a4>ifcnl  in  order  to  provoke  demoralisation  among 


cry  of  alarm  to  the  anti-fascists  of 
The  more  the  enemy  is  jjut  up  agains- 
the  most  -remarkable  defenders  of  our  her 
the 


fighters 


"Comrades  l  be  more  vigilant  than  ever.  The  life  of  our  leaders  becomes  more- 
and  more  precious.  Let  the  vile  attempt  a  gainst  our  comrade  Yague  servo  to  make 
still  closer  the  bonds  of  friendship  that  feist  between  the  working  class  and  the  mas, 
of  people  of  Madrid. 

"Soldiers  of  the  people  V  let  the  attempt  against  our  comrade  Yog ue  serve  you 
to  grasp  your  rifles  with  more  energy  in  order  to  smash  fascism  as  soon  as  possible, 
for  we  assure  you  that  in  spite  of  everything  the  rear  is  and  will  be  ours. 

"people  of  Madrid  5.  before  the  wounded  body  of  our  comrade  let  us  declare  one 
again  our  will  to  march  unitedly  on  towards  victory". 

At  first  sight  it  seemed  to  be  a  question  of  an  act  committed  by  disguised 
fascists  forming  these  secret  organizations  which  are  known  under  the  general,  name  Ox 
the  "Fifth  Column”,  after  the  allusion  which  General  Queipo  de  Llano  made  to  it.  in 
one  of  his  speeches  on  the  radio.  A  curious  fact,  the  signatures  placed  on  this 
manifesto  brought  the  solidarity  not  only  of  the  Socialists  and  Communists,  but  aloo 
of  the  Libertarian  Youth,  of  the  Federation  of  Anarchist  Groups,  and  of  the  Feder-tro 
of  United  Trade  Unions. 


Besides,  "Claridad",  organ  of  the  UTT  of  December  26,  1936,  gave  the  same 
version} 


"The  treacherous  and  premeditated  crime  of  which  the  victim  was  the  valiant 
militant  of  the  Communist  Party,  the  delegate  of  food  supply  on  the  Defense  Caunei.1, 
has  caused  us  profound  grief.  "Claridad",  interpreting  the  unanimous  sentiment  of 
the  leaders  and  of  the  masses  of  the  UGT,  condemns  the  crime  with  indignation  and 
shares  the  regrets  of  its  brother  party". 

*  Pfut  now  the  "Solidaridad  Obrsra"  of  December  2 T*  19SE,  gave  an  entirely  dif¬ 

ferent  explanation  in  the  following  article » 


"The  Regional  Confederation  of  l"abor  the  Center  has  published  a  manifesto 
today.  In  this  manifesto,  the  said  Confederation  shows  clearly,  the  honest  attitude 
of  the  CNT.  It  rejects  the  epithets  which  have  been  hurled  against  our  organization 
especially  the  charge  that  it  represents  the  'Fifth  Column'. 


"The  republican  and  Marxist  press,  says  the  manifesto,  relying  on  the 
that  the  victim  is  one  of  their  militants,  wants  to  sow  quarrels  and  confusion, 
harm  to  the  union  whitfh  we  hope  for  among  all  the  workers. 


fact 

doing 


"In  the  case  -  the  manifesto  adds  -  where  the  victim  was  the  comrade  who  was 
a  member  of  the  Defense  Council  of  Madrid  and  a  militant  of  the  Communist  party,  Pobl' 
Yague,  we  have  been  characterized  in  a  harmful  fashion  by  the  press  mentioned  aoove. 


The  event  in  th8  course  of  which  comrade  Yague  was  hurt  happened  in 
lowing  manneri  Comrade  Yague,  charged  by  the  Defense  Council  of.  Madrid  w.'.tn  - 
in  connection  with  supplies,  left  Madrid.  His  car,  following  fihe  .*r-gon  ro 
reaching  the  level  of  the  Libertarian  Athene  urn  <ian  anarchist  club  -  3d.)  was 
by  the  persons  comprising  the  local  guard  of  this  center. 


the  fol~ 
,  mission 

Ci  p  on 
sir-  ppod. 


aw  ”*p9r «IS  -«*5*»  *• 

leave  Madrid# 

»Thsn  comnda  Ycgua  ahead  a  rod  book,  which  ho  did  not  wMt  to  submit  for  ox- 
ami  nation  to  the  responsible  guard., 

"Our  comrade  told  him  that  this 

which  he  could  not  leave  Madrid,  without  th  p  0f  document, 

orities,  the  only  ones  who  had  the  power  to  put  their  seal  on 

.•Then  Vague  replied  in  an  authoritative  manner  that  * 
self  to  b6  stopped  like  this,  with  such  -rgume  t  »  r 

proceed# 

'According  to  the  agreement  adopted  among  the  c °“  ° ^  ^ ut  \  ns  t  e ad  of 

fired  into  the  air  in  order  to  scare  the  passengers  a  other  comrades  fired 

stopping,  the  chauffeur  put  on  more  speed;  **  V*  'th  ;  \  the  truthful  ac~ 

twice  on  the  car,  unfortunately  wounding  tried  to  bring  to 

count  of  the  facts  just  as  they-  happened,  whxjh  the  aoat  4xcc~ 

the  knowledge  of  public  opinion  in  a  distorted  form  and  presentee 

rable  crime. 

»In  qccordinc,  with  reel  justice,  we  that  th.  evil 
per  ,  n»d  tho  whole  orgihicutioh  which  controls  the  uotivitcos  of 
makes  this  a  question  of  honor”.  ■ 

The  document  then  quotes  *  series  of  welUcnoWn  uttompts  ngeinst  militints 
of  the  COT  and  adds* 

"Before  this  unworthy  procedure,  we  say  publicly,  J^J^t^with  all^he^t!- 
we  are  honestly  prepared  to  mcke  still  closer  ,  ,  to  v;hich  certain  ones  wish 

fascists;  but  thit  in  the  fees  of  the  Si  tuctron  of  1  einglo  timo 

to  bring  us,  we  shall  answer  m  a  suibabl  “  *  *  f  our  organisation  be  assassin- 

that,  after  comrade  Yague  was  wounded,  the  comrades  of  o  r  ° 
ated  by  those  who  light  the  flames  of  unrestrained  p-  ♦ 

'  "Three  militants  of  the  COT  have  been  found  dead  on  the  siuevalks  of  the  cap 

ital  city  in  the  last  few  days", 

_  .  *^r  +v»a+  i+  in  no  wise  be  permit  tod  that  tho 

The. manifesto  closss  by  Shying  ^it  it  bull  in^no  ^  beP0pndemn,d  to'qny 

comrades  on  trial  for  the  act  of  which  Y-g  -  .  *  .  _  qinn-LV  carried  out  tho  duties 

penalty  whatever,  since  they  do  not  deserve  any,,  haring  P  *  *  tho  circulation 

with  which  they  were  charged,  as  guards  who  were  supposed  to  control 

of  those  who  travelled  by  tho  highway. 

"ind  we  sny'J  adds  the  manifesto,  “that  we  will  not  tolerate  4t »  “®r 

now  visits  to  find  q  solution  to  tho  conflict,  if  wo  find  c  sing  •  .‘^inV 

s  i^t^  r.  0?  ir*r^sf  *.  — 

euphemisms,  in  order  to  finish  once  and  for  all”. 

The  syndicalist  daily  "C.H.T."  of  Madrid  was  suspended  ^  indefinite 
period  for  having  published  this  manifesto*,  its  last  issue  v/as  co 


print  shop.  •  Before  the  protests  of  the  CNT>  it 
or  five  days  of  silence. 


'.7as  able  to  appear  again  after-  four 


The  yague  case,  in  spite  of  its  seriousness,  is  only  an  individual  cases  it  has 
siaply  allowed  us  to  realize  the  tension  existing  in  Spain  agong  the  government  forces 
created  by  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  an  antifascist  unity  limited  to  the  defense 
oi  democracy.  put  the  demonstration  of  women  of  the  people  against  the  shortage  of 
bread  which  has  just  taken  place  in  Barcelona  is  a  painful  symptom  of  infinitely  more 
importance.  is  this  situation  due  exclusively  to  the  fact  of  the  civil  war?  Or 
1S.^t.;’"SfrtV'Xted  by  th®  incapacity  of  the  leaders  of  the  political  and  trade  union 
ciganiza^ions  as  a  whole?  or  is  it  on  the  contrary  a  genuine  tactic  combined  among 
/  3  communists  and  the  "ssquerra"  (petty  bourgeois  “Republican"  Left-edi 

m  oncer  to  utilize  these  difficulties,  to  accentuate  them,  to  make  the  march©- 
s yn  i is  ,o  res ponsible  for  them,  and  to  discredit  for  a  long  time  the  very  idea  of 
co  eo  iviii  a.on  ano  a  workers’  regime,  all  this  to  consolidate  bourgeois  democracy? 

In  order  to  permit  the  working-class  reader  to  judge  for  himself,  here  is  first 
o  all  an  extract  from  a  speech  by  Comorera,  communist  minister  of  supplies,  in  iudg- 
mg  the  work  of  the  Barcelona  government  ("Information",  Tec.  24,  19?6)t 

.  .  Comorera. declared  that  the  former  Council  had  completely  filled ,  for  all  the 
decisions  which  it  made  could  not  be  effectively  applied. 

unable  to  carry  out  effectively  the  mob ili zati on  which  it  had  decreed. 
•x?M'®re  n?^  r®CQiS9d*  AH  .kinds  of  articles  of  prime  necessity  are  lacking, 
al  hough  they  exist  in  the  country.  The  distribution  of  labor  is  defective..,.. 

."1®  warehouses  of  the  Department  are  almost  empty.  7ithin  the  region  every-* 
mg  exists..  But  the  municipal  councillors  of  supplies,  or.  the  one  hand,  and  the 
sense  committees,  on  the  other,  acting  for  their  own  account,  have  prohibited  the 
shipment  of  article  of  food  to  the  capital. 

of  thP  ,lT!?nQ  Vlll0UlC0^iU99S  of  the  city  of  the  villages  have  taken  the  place 
T*'  vuih6y,  l9Vy  ™  illeE'11  t?-x  on  -11  merchandise  going  to  the  cities, 

^  *9  °y  *hem  for  res'ae‘  in  this  way,  prices  are  going  up  constantly  ac¬ 

cording  to  the  caprice  of  those  interested. 

.  "This  situation  cannot  last  any  more.  The  legitimate  authority  must  be  able 
to  impose  its  will.  .  it  was  for  this  reason  alone  that  the  new  Council  demanded 

Full  powers"  as  against  the  irresponsible  dictatorship  of  the  committees  and  the 
"unc  ont ro llab les " * " 


He^s  "rs  s?raQ  attracts  from  the  answer  to  this-  argument  broadcast  by  the 
jNT-FAI  radio  stations  and  published  by  "Solidaridad  Cbrera"'  on  December  27,  1936, 

"The  charges  hurled  against  the  COT  by  an  influential  militant  of  the  Gatal- 
oruan.  socialists,  in  regard  to  the  question  of  bread,  cannot  bring  any  remedies  to 
the  difficulties  which  Barcelona  finds  at  the  present  moment  in  obtaining  supplies  of 
flour.  But,  if  they,  are  not  refuted,  they  can  foment -dissatisfaction  and  attacks 
against  our . organization.  That  is  what  they  are  trying  to  do.  in  the  past  crisis, 
/he  objective  pursued  was  to  eliminate  a  revolutionary  party  which  has  a  certain 

amount  oi  forces  in  Catalonia  (the  PHUM  -  ed) .  Once  this  first  result  was  obtain¬ 
ed,  they  must  not. try  to  repeat  this  maneuver  with  the  COT  by  cleverly  exploiting  the 
natural  difficulties  which  Barcelona  encounters  in  supplying  itself  with  flour,  by 
loading  us  with  the  blame  for  faults  for  which  wo  are  not  responsible*  *  * * 

"Nothing  helps  to  break  down  a  regime  as  much  as  a  popular  ferment,  in  all 

revolutions,  m  all  wars,  that  is  where  the  appeal  has  been  made  in  order  to  weaken 
the  prevailing  situation. 


"This  ferment  is  taking  place  now*  Popular  demonstrations  have  begun  to  take 
place.  Long  lines  stand  in  front  of  the  stores.  The  women  of  the  people  are  pro— 
tasting.  They  want  bread*  Not  getting  it  i®  the  quantities  needed  or  under  the 
necessary  conditions,  they  protest,  they  look  for  those  who  are  presumed  to  be  guilt, 
an  at  the  last  minute,  following  wily  advice,  they  make  responsible  for  this  situat¬ 
ion  the  trade  unions  of  the  CNT  and  the  Defense  Committees... 

’**  Neverj the  less  there  was  no  negligence*  The  people  of  Barcelona  has  been  .able 
;°  s?e  "if*118  ky.thQ  results.  The  accusations  hurled  against  us  are  absolutely  lack- 
ing  m  oundation$  we  do  not  understand  why,  on  various  occasions,  the  Defense  Com¬ 
mittees  have  .been  made  guilty  of  a  situation  in  which  they  could  only  arrange  matters 
.n  prevent  the  richer  ones  from  getting  hold  of  products  and  depriving  workers  of 
them,  while  the  business  men  would  have  enriched  themselves  with  impunity  by  taking 
advantage  of  the  actual  situation, 

^..t  .re  they  trying  to  achieve  by  attacking  the  Defense  Committees  in  this 
systematic  manner?  The  people  will  not  he  able  to  understand  it,  remembering  that 
trom  the  first  moment  they  wore  in  each  district  constantly  on  the  alert  to  frustrate 
the  plots  of  the  fascist  elements;  that  thanks  to  their  activities,  the  allies  of 
franco  wre  chased  even  into  the  darkness  in  which  they  hide  themselves;  that  they  con> 
3  i  u  e  one  of  the  surest  guarantees  for  the  workers  in  their  struggle  against  armed 

reaction,  against  those  who  want  to  make  triumph  in  Catalonia  the  so-called  government 
of  Burgos".  t- 


_  But  what  are  the  facts  which  permit  us  to  state  that  on  the  part  of  the  PSUC 
(United  Socialist -Communist  Stalinist  party  of  Catalonia  -  ad),  a  voluntary  and  artif¬ 
icial  aggravation  of  the  shortage  of  bread?  Here  is  what  "Solidaridad  Ob  re  Pa"  of 
Jecember  27,  1936  says  on  this  subject  i 


^  mr.de  9es.*>ftcch  was  still  in  the  Supply  Department,  he  made  great 

op'rin,  but  .was  unable  to^provail  on  them  to  give  us  a  kilo.  Let  the  reader  realize 

that  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  is  in  the  hands  of  comrade  Uribe*  of  the  Communist 
party*..* 


"•••Recently*  after  leaving  the  Committee  of  Supply*  seeing  what  was  about 
to  happen*  Eomenech  warned  comrade  Comorera  that  it  was  possible  to  buy  two  hundred 
carloads,  at  Gissona#  They  sent  out  trucks  to  get  the  wheryfc.  The  peasants  demanded 
payment  in  cash*  The  transaction  was  not  carried  out*  and  certainly  not  through  the 
ault  of  the  peasants*  but  because  of  someone  who  was  interested  in  ha,  ing  Barcelona 
run  short  of  oread  in  order  to  play  politics  with  the  needs  of  the  public*  The  same 
thing  happened  with  the  forty  carloads  at  Cervera.  ./e  could  enumerate  other  concrete 
cases*  but  we  do  not  want  to  inject  too  much  poison  into  the  question*  Our  pen  must 
make  an  unheard-of  effort  not  to  let  itself  be  carried  away  by  indignation#  r,/e  want 
above  all  to  make  clear  our  firm  position  in  the  face  of  the  conflict  which  is  brewing. 

"Everything  that  is  happening  permits  us  to  think  that  an  excuse  is  being  sough 
bo  embroil  the  men  of  the  GMT  with  public  opinion*  Bifficulties  in  our  work  are  being 
prepwred  for  us*  and  the  same  thing  happens  when  it  is  a  question  of  asking  for  arms 
so  that  the  columns  formed  by  the  men  of  the  GMT  can  confront  the  enemy11* 


The  CNT^allowed  the  PQUM  to  be  eliminated.  It  did  not  react  with  the  vigor 
which  its  prestige. and  its  numerical  forces  permitted.  Now  we  see  it  attacked  in  its 
urn  by  the  coalition  of  the  socialists,  communists  and  the  Esquerra,  Being  much  rao.ro 
powerful  than  the  POIM,  it  has  better  chances  to  resist.  Only,  will  not  fascism  util 
ii.e  esc  internal  conflicts  in  order  to  resume  the  offensive  with  greater  vigor?  in 
any  ease,  it  seems  that  there  is  a  drive  within  the  FAX -CNT  to  get  rid  of  the  concoss- 
ions  made  to  its  pretended  allies  who,  too  often,  appear  as  disguised  enemies.  In  an¬ 
swer  to  the  attack  against  the  collectivization  of  industries  which  is  taking  form,  a 
genuine  current  is  gathering  in  order  to  deepen  this  collectivisation*  Taking  note 


of  the  plague  of  bureaucracy  imposed  by  the  Generalidad,  to  a  brake^on  *nd^to  dom 

esticate  the  collectivisation,  there  are  important  unions »  of  the  CNT,  _ h 
cent  congress  of  the  Wood  Workers  Union,  or  the  central  organ  of  the  F  ±>  -L 

T  ibertad",  which  declare  themselves  in  favor  of  the  syndicalist  ion  af.the  * 

that  is,  for  their  management  by  the  unions,  exclusively,  eliminating  e 

Is  not  this  effort  taking  place  too  late  ?  Has  not  a  P^rt  of  the^resom- 

ces  and  of  the  revolutionary  ardor  (of  the  ^^^^"^^"Huly  19th,  in  the  FA  I 

^TelllsTn  the^CNT^hey^aiways  kep?  awly  from  any  systematic  and  ^ani.ed^ducatio. 
and  preparation,  confusing  this  with  reformist  bureaucracy,  ffff^ilnate  spurt, 
istic  Spanish  state  of  mind  which  wants  to  obtain  everything  _  y  < P-  t  obtain 

finding  excuses  for  the  lack  of  knowledge.  Under  If  o»ly 

the  revolutionary  cadres  necessary  for  the  organxza  x°n  .  th  results  of  these 

despotic  elements  of  Communism  and  the  Esquerra  b0ftflt  of  being  dem~ 

mistakes  of  the  past  to  impose  the  iron  heel  of  a  St  ate  which  w 
oaratib  while  in  reality  consecrating  a  new  oppression  V  , 


r — i  r — l  /■“** i  a  s’  “x  •  “ft 


(Article  in  the  Jewish  liberal  daily,  "Der  Tog’S  and 
in  the  New  York  "Forward",  Jewish  "Old  Guard  Soc 
ialist  daily,  January  24th,  1937) 


"Ihe  Jews  must  have  a  land,"  declared  Leon  Trotrt,  in  a  .p.ci»l  i?‘«^_ 
view  packed  with  sensational  statements  regarding  hi  app  . 

Ish  problem.  »>e  questions  were  put  to  Troteky  an writing  1»  M.  Roeenoerg 
Mexico  representative  of  the  "III"  (Jewish  Telegraphic  ^ency)  and  by 
Landau,  M.  Glikovsky,  and  A.  Wisbaum  of  the  local  MV*  Paper  D  E 

S:uS!1^r^^nSt^tri:n^^^’to"tJe8^:L1repleeent- 

atives  by  Trotsky  is  given  here  m  full." 

REGRETS  THAT  HE  DOES  NOT  KN^YID DISH/-  Before  replying  to  developed 

lo-roFT® STT^eepITregret  not  having  learned  the  nOW  the  possib- 

only  after  I  had  become  a  grown  man.  *  n^nts  me from  taking  a  final  position 
ility  of  following  the  Jewish _ press ,  and  this  P  ^  Joblem.  Therefore  I  cannot 
on  the  various  aspects  of  so  important  an  _®  your  questions.  Nevertheless 

reply  uZlVlX,?  understanding  of  the  ieeuee. 

has  everywhere  led  to  a  besui-l  nationalism,  the  most  developed  capital - 

Jewish  problem  has  for  this  reason  come  ■  nfbr,r  h-nd  the  Jews  of  the  various 

ist  countries  of  Europe,  as  in  Germany.  On  i  onsH  thair  own  l^ngu'-ge,  Yiddish, 

countries  h-.ve  established  their  own  prose  end  develop., i  on  the  Jew- 

-s  -n  instrument  suitable  to  modern  culture.  v/o  must?  ^bere  ? 
continuing  to  exist  as  a  nation  for  quite  a  long  period  of  time  to  come. 


THE  PEOPLE  MUST  HAVE  A  LAND  -  But  the  nation  cannot  exist  unless  it  h-.s  a  common  ter-, 
ritory •  Zionism  has  been  developed  on  this  very  idea*  but  the  every  d-.y  Tacts  -ave 
not  proven  to  us  that  Zionism  is  capable  of  solving  the  Jewish  problem*  The  conflict 
between  the  Jews  .and  the  Arabs  takes  on  an  extremely  tragic  and  threatening,  character- 
I  believe  that  under  no  circumstances  can  the  Jewish  problem  bo  solved  witnin  the 
framework  of  decaying  Capitalism  and  under  the  control  of  British  imperialism*  !lHow  1 : 
you  will  ask,  "will  socialism  conclusively  solve  these  very  problems?"  About  that  1 
can  only  speculate*  Socialism,  which  has  become  the  leader  of  our  planet,  or  at 
least,  of  its  most  important  sections,  will  have  unbelievable  opportunities  in.  all 
fields*  The  history  of  mankind  has  already  witnessed  an  epoch  of  mass  migration  on 
a  primitive  basis »  Socialism, will  .afford  the  opportunities  for  mass  migrations  on  the 
basis  of  the  most  advanced  technique  and  culture.  Of  course,  this  does  not  mean 
forced  emigration,  in  other  words,  establishing  now  ghettoes  f or  cfeertfain  nationalities, 
but  voluntary  migrations,  or  to  put  it  better?  this  refers  to  migrations  which  specif¬ 
ic  peoples  or  sections  of  them  will  demand.  The  far-flung  Jewish  masses  who  will 

desire  to  live  in  a  separate  commune  (kibbutz)  will  doubtless  find  a  lorgG  and  nc 
enough  place  in  the  sun.  The  same  opportunities  will  bo  afforded  the  Arabs  and  otner 
far-flung  peoples,  National  topography  will  become  a  part  of  planned  economy.  That, 
in  my  opinion,  is  the  groat  historical  perspective.  To  work  for  International  Soc 
ialism  also  means  to  work  for  the  solution  of  the  Jewish  problem. 

THE  JEWISH  QUESTION  IN  SOVIET  RUSSIA  -  You  ask  whether  there  still  remains  a  Jewish 
problem  in  Soviet  Russia.  Yes,”  It  continues  to  exist  just  as  there-  still  exists  an 
Ukrainian  problem,  a  Georgian  problem  and  even  a  Russian  problem.  The  nil-powerful 
bureaucracy  is  stifling  the  development  of  natioml  culture  just  ns  it  does  culture, 
in  general.  Moreover,  the  l?.nd  of  the  great  proletarian  revolution  is  now  undergoing 
a  period  of  deep  reaction.  _  ..If  the  revolutionary  upswing  has  brought  out  the  best 
feelings  of  human  solidarity, '^thenf-thd^^ermidor  .reaction  has. brought  to  the  fore,  all 
th?„t  is  low,  harmful  and  backward, in/ the  environment  of  170  million  people* 

CLOUD  OF  CHAUVINISM  -  In  order  to  strengthen  its  rule,  the  bureaucracy  has  not  ef.ven.  .  ■ 
s’t dppdd  "at"' *£ rent ing  a  certain  cloud  of  chauvinism  and  anti-semitism,  .in  particular* 

The  last  Moscow  trial,  for  example,  was  arranged  with  the  well— camouflaged  and.  -ppan— 
ently  unassailable  purpose  of  presenting'  the  .internationalists  as  Jaws. without  belief 
or  law  who  are  capable  of  selling  themselves  to  the  German  Gestapo.  Since  1925,  and 
particularly  since  1928,  there  has  been  going  on  a  sinister  enough  anti-semttic  dema¬ 
gogy,  hand  in  hand  with  symbolical  trials  against  open  progromists.  You  ask. me  who  h- 
er  the  old  Jewish  potty  bourgeoisie  in  Soviet  Russia  has  been  socially  assimiliated  in¬ 
to  the  new  Soviet  State.  I  am  compelled  to  give  you  a  clear  reply*. 

The  social  and  national  statistics  in  the  Soviet-Union  are  strictly  propaganaistic 
They  are  used  not  to  indicate  the  truth  but  to  glorify  the  loaders  and  creators  of  all 
that  is  good.  A  considerable  section  of-  the  Jewish  potty  bourgeoisie,  and  the  lowor 
and  middle  strata  especially,  have  been  absorbed  into  the  huge  apparatus.of  atato  in¬ 
dustry,  commerce,  cooperatives,  etc.  This  has  resulted  in  an  anti-semitie  spirit,  and 
the  leadership  employs  expert  cunning  in  turning  and  deflecting  against  the  Jews, the 
dissatisfaction  that  exists  against  the  bureaucracy. . 
BIRQBIBJAN  iND  PALESTINE!  ~  In  regard  to  Birobidjan  I  bannot  offer  a.  personal  evalu^ior. 
I  am  not  aoqrnintod  with  the  territory  and  still  less  with  the  condition  under  which 
the  Jews  arc  establishing  themselves  there.  In  any  case,  this  concerns  only  a  limited 
experiment.  Soviet  Russia  is  still. too  poor  to  solve  its  own  Jewish  problem,  even  i 
there  wore  a  much  more,  socialistic  regime  than  now  exists.  *  > 

The  Jewish  problora,  X  rcltorato,  is.  closely  linked  up  with-tho  emancipation,  of 
all  mankind.  ♦All  else  being'  done  on  this  field  can  only  bo  a  palliative  and  a  blind 
alloy,  as  the  example  of  Palestine  demonstrates, 

L.  D.  TROTSKY 

♦Final  sentence  omitted  in  "Jewish  Daily  Forward"  version,  but  appeared  in  'Per  Tag", 
whoso  version- is  identical  in  all  other  respects. 


LONDON  BUREAU  ~  A  BUREAU  'ViJ’HOtfl 

FROM  THE  BRUSSELS  CONFERENCE  TO  THE  BARCELON 


PROGRAM  \ 
A  GONE 


R  S  N  C  E 


("La  Lutte  Ouvriere", 


- -oOo-’ — - 

Organ  of  the  French  Section  of  the 
January  1,  1937) 


4th  International 


A  Congress  of  People  Without  a _ prog r ant 


The  Onneress  called  bv  the  "Bureau  for  Revolutionary  Socialist  Unity"  (London 
B«r»  of  .etober  was  distinguished  >= »  Ubcufpa^  of 

position.  .codon  Bureau  was  »£..«*.  Spain 

England ,  the  S.A.P.  ox  Germany,  tne  Socialist  party  Ferrat  and  fivert  of 

and  the  Maximalists  of .Italy.  in  some  ^nknown  English  pacifists, 

France  5  Liebaers,  xor  the  Belgian  Anti  J a  °  sharply,  a  small  American 

seven  groups  from  Palestine  fighting  eac  a  o  /'^a  qnti  ~Trotskvite)  %  and 

fruitful  use  of  the  Correas  as  a  tribune  for  the  diiiusion  u 

Thus  all  the  colors  of  the  socialist  rai  nb  owwe  re  rs p  res  ®  q  ^tativ  es°  of P  the  "left" 
Stalinists,  (some  Palestinian  groups),  aiongside  of  Ou  9^  ^  raServationS ,  of 
of  the  Second  International  (pivert )  5  partisans  *  certain  partisans  of  the  Fourth 

Second  and  Third  internationals  (Schwab),  alongside  of  certain  P  ^  (BroCkway 

International  (Sneevliet)  i  routine  tight-rope  wal  *** °^rn”«on^(Liebaers) i  or 
together  with  people  who  at  bottom  have  gi  P  tJe  rnuM,  ali  the  other  orghnic- 

V;  view  can  he  considered  as  negligible. 

If  we  omit  the  R.S.A.P.  too,  the  qualitative  ^U®°J  thing^hich  they  all  have 
bv  the  negative  character  of  their  dimensions.  The  only  tnmg 
in  felon  is  the  total  absence  of  a  program  founded  in  prancaple. 

The  common  deeoription  under  which  they  can  be  placed  is  that  of  the  -Jithout 
program" • 

The  actual  Congress  had,  like  all  the  preceding  ones,  the  same  "inoperative" 

All  concrete  criticism  of  the  polio,  of  the  participants  in  the  Congress  was 
carefully  ?vV0ided* 

Nevertheless  the  delegation  ox  the  POUM  b ™ ^  ub  1  a d  "the  forme/serene  unity 
gpanish  revolution  into  the  deliberative  h.-ll,  which  trouoie 

of  the  politicians  and  the  pacifists. 

It  was  thus  that  there  resulted  -  although  o^l^i^th^corridors  ^violent 

flicts"on  apparently  interminable  oonsi  er  .  10  .  .r^  o  because  the  routine 

cuseions  which,  if  they  did  not  resul  in_  P  ’  finding  of  formulation  behind 
bureaucrats  knew  how  to  use  three  means  of  ^  t»  silenoei 

Which  everyone  .an  think  what  he  wants  ;  b.  p  osing  sn..ay  q 


c*  the  questions  where  neither  method  a  nor  method  b  are  of  any  help  are  referred  to 
the  next  Congress . 

The  London  Bju  re  a  u_  ja  nc[  t  h  e  Spani  sh  Revolution 

The  Spanish  question  absorbed  the  greater  part  of  the  time  of  the  public  discus¬ 
sion*  The  quintessence  of,  Gorkin’s  speech  was  the  defense  of  the  entry  of  the  PCUM 
into  the  coalition  government  of  Catalonia*  in  which  he  tried  to  excuse  and  to  justify 
the  present  anti-Bolshevik  position  of  the  POUM  by  invoking  the  extraordinary  differ^* 
ences  of  the  situation  in  Spain  in  comparison  with  the  situation  of  Russia  in  1917* 

To  justify  the  dissolution  of .  the  Central  Committee  of  Anti-Fascist  Militias  of 
Barcelona*  the  incomplete  but  the  first  Soviet  of  Barcelona*  he  declared  that  there 
were  in  Russia  (contrary  to  Spain)  Soviets  but  no  trade  unions  and  that  on  the  con¬ 
trary  in  Catalonia*  the  trade  unions  are  destined  to  assume  the  role  of  Soviets* 

In  reality*  the  Catalan  Soviets  were  liquidated  in  favor  of  the  old  bourgeois 
governmental  apparatus* 


Finally*  Gorkin  declared  in  just  those  words*  ”  ft  cannot  at  the  present  stage 
discuss  the  political  questions t!*  The  POUM  would  nevertheless’^©  disposed  to  fur1- 
nish  all  thGs  data’1*  but  is  too  much  occupiod  with  immediate  questions  to  be  able  to 
open  a  discussion  in  the  political  domain* 

V/i t h  the  exception  of  Field*  to  whom  no  attention  was  given*  all  the  Congress 
members  abstained  from  any  criticism  on  the  policies  of  the  POUM**** 

The  presence  of  two  representatives  of  the  R.S.A*P.  and  of  the  sectarian-  Field* 
gave  the  party  of  the*  London  Bureau*  at  least*  although  an  actual  necessity  -  a  com¬ 
mon  aim*  • 

The  organ  of  the  S,A*Pc  wrote  :  !,The  efforts  of  the  Trptskyites  had  the  happy 
result  of  showing  that  everybody  «,»  delimited  themselves  sharply  from  the  Trotskyites* 

”It  was  tflearly  stated  by  Comro.de  Gorkin  that  there  could  be  no  question  of 
making  any  kind  of  concessions  to  the  Trotskyitcs  and  that  the  Trotskyite  sections 
should  not  be  invited  to  Barcelona  *tf 

T7s  recall  that  during  the  year  1935*  Poriot  made  similar  statements*  Fenner 
Brockway  writes  freely  in  the  same  sense*  He  writes  in  fche ’’New  Leader”  -'’The  of¬ 
ficial  Trotskyite  groups  boycotted  the  Congress*  but  we  had  the  neo-Trotskyites*  who 
were*  if  possible*  even  worse  than  the  original  Trotskyites ..  •  *  The  experience  of 
the  Brussels  congress  shows  us  that  the  attempted  collaboration  with  little  groups 
with  one-track  minds  has  no  value*” 

The  I  ^  t  Q_rjia j^jx> nal  CQ^nfer^no $  ^ t  Ba r col o na  ( in  Ja nu a ryj 

But  whore  the  opposition  came  into  conflict  with  all  the  more  violence  was  when 
the  concrete  question  was  posed  of  the  reason  for  the  International  Conference  at 
Barcelona . 


The  loft  wing  under  the  impulsion  of  the  Spaniards  spoke  in  favor  of  laying  at 
that  Conference*  the  foundations  for  the  creation  of  the  now  Marxist  revolutionary 
Intern  itional*  and  of  the  delegates  committing  themselves  on  thoir  return  to  their 
respective  countries  to  driving  forward  the  forces  which  work  for  tho  creation  and  the 
constitution  of  the  revolutionary  workers’  international#  This  "Trotskyite”  demand 
was  completely  unacceptable  to  the  reactionary  Schwab*  .  He*  who  in  1933*  signed  thG 
pact  of  Four  for  the  Fourth  International*  today  does  not  want  to  hear  any  talk  of 


a  new  International*  He  is  now  for  the  **ro  format  ion  of  the 
that  suits  him  for  his  policy  of  a  German  People’s  Front# 


labor  movement 11  because 


But  for  Gorkin,  this  was  unacceptable*.  Kith  the  I.L.F.,  tho^ R.S  .a.P.  ,  .he 
Maximalists,  Field  and  other  small  groups  he  formed  a  majority  of  xiiteen  to  six 
ae-inst  the  S.I.F.,  the  Swedes,  Kruk  (the  ILF  of  Poland),  tne  Zionists  and  others, 
■/hen  Schwab  was  put  in  a  minority,  he  withdrew  all  his  proposals  for  amendments  and 
modifications  and  made  it  known  that  he  would  not  submit.  The  meeting  ox  the  Com¬ 
mission  was  adjourned.  It  was  close  to  a  split.  But  this  would  have  obliged  uhe 
whole  left  wing  to  begin  seriously  to  work  for  a  new  international  and  ™  dr™  „ 
closer  to  the  "Trotskyitss".  But  before  this,  all  the  members  of  the  London  Bureau 
recoiled  in  dismay. 


Fenner  Brockway  developed  again  his  talent  as  an  intermediary  and  after  suspen¬ 
sion,  he  reopened  the  meeting  with  the  statement  that  the  commission  had  now  declares 
itself  "unanimously  and  enthusiastically"  to  commit  the  Loud  on  Bureau  m  its  entirety 
to  support  the  Barcelona  conference,  which  had  not  previously  been  the  case.  The 
resolution  which  was  adopted  assigned  to  the  Barcelona  Conference  ->*s  its^t  .sk?  o 
"examine  the  conditions,  to  drive  forward  and  to  organize  the  necessary  forces  ior  the 
formation  of  a  truly  revolutionary  International".  (Translated  xrom  tne  .english) 


The  Congress  will  be  called  simultaneously  by  the  London  Bureau  and  the  Inter 
national  Secretariat  of  the  POUM« 


The  London  Bureau  and  the  Fourth  Intornatiotf^L 

The  international  Secretariat  for  the  Fourth  international  had  decided  not  to 
participate  in  the  Brussels  Congress  because  this  Congress,  like. its  predecessors, 
represented  only  a  meeting  of  parli-amcntarist  diplomats  who,  as  is  stated  in  tne 
Resolution  of  the  world  Congress  for  the  Fourth  International,  serve,  in  the  1-st  an¬ 
alysis  only  to  provide  an  international  decorative  covering  for  the  centrist  organ¬ 
izations  • 


The  transoformation  of  the  POUM  in  the  course  of  the  Spanish  events  into  a  left 
centrist  organization  did  not  make  any  change  in  the  general. character  of  t no  Brussels 
Congress.  It  could  not  be  used  as  a  tribune  for  the  diffusion  of  the  ideas  ior  the 
Fourth  International,  because  it  was  hold  too  far  away  from  the  center  ox  the  Rovol- 
ution  and  therefore  found  itself  isolated  from  the  masses  •♦#• 


If  the  Spanish  proletariat  still  succoeds  for  a  greater  or  loss  period  of  imo 
in  resisting  successfully,  and  if,  tho  troadhery  of  the  2nd  and. the  3rd  Internationals 
penetrates  more  and  more  clearly  and  concretely  into  the  ejftasi-cusnpsa  of  the  masses 
when  finally  the  problem  of  the  gathering  of  the  truly  revolutionary  forces  of  the 
entire  world  will  show  itself  as  the  only  way  to  rescue  the  rev<^J°n  ^ 

will  become  more  burning,  the  idea  of  the  Fourth  Intern-- oional  wi  peno 
and  more  deeply  into  ever  wider  layers  of  the  proletariat. 


N.  3RUJN 
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,  .  ,T«  T  to  p\tjTTOIP\TlH>  IN  THE  BARCjJjTjONA. 

«Y  THE  FOURTH  INTER^TI IS  PAP3.IGIF-*  Lit** 

qnNFER5rNGS*_ - - - - - - — 


i 


Resolution  of  the  Irtertnt ioml  : “^Youtoencf “^‘‘’"{0,^  ' 
of  the  FOlli  aud  the  Bureau  for  Revolutionary 


or  tno  ruu m 

<-  hutt,  ouvriere..,  Or,n  of  the.enohSeotlen  of  the  «h  — 

— — - 0O0 a-  '**  gems*  dec.  2/ 3£ 


1.  The  international  Socrot,riat  for  the  Jth^ntem  ^  F,soism  ,nd  Imperial- 
participate  at  the  October  Conference  in  Brunei  -b  irit  of  the  Geneva  Go nf- 

ism"  called  by  the  London  Bureau.  I*  ^cd  f  u  had  emphasized  the  charact¬ 

er*™*  for  the  4th  International  which n  its  resolu 
or  of  this  conference  of  the  London  _ur  ‘. 


unio  cuiuci^i^w  v*  — ~  , 

"Tho  international  conference  of  the  tno  Burefl-us  mentioned  ^.oovoj  »hici 

the  2nd  international  -  but  in  a  much  sm'AA®C  L'mi  only  as  a  moans  to  furnish  to  tno 
'•re  half  diplomatic,  half  parliament  »rys  .v  -  cover  which  permits  tnem  o  ^ 

rlgW  centrist  organizations,  a  dcorativo  intern  ttional^co^^  ^  decisions 

carry  on  their  opportunist  not 10  ml  und^Qntally  eclectic,  remain  without  any 

of  the  international  conferences,  alro^  y  *  national  orginiz^ions . (line  x 

influence  on  the  real  policies  01  the  .tuliavoa 

dots  in  the  original). 


aoas  in  but)  un6i^*r  , 

1.  „  Big  fraud,  which  can 

"The  proposed  congress  ia  then,  und^r^its  ^  fascism  and  imperialism.  If 

only  paralyze  the  real  proletarian  etrugg  °  ag^  -f  ^  working  class,  it  would  be 


only  paralyze  the  real  proletarian  struggle  gainst  ^»^^Viass,  it  would  be 
this  congress  was  composed  of  mass  obganiz  -  ton  t  regard  to  the  program  or  the 

profitable  for  the  revolutionary  organizations  ,wiohout^g^  ^  proletarian 

apparent  leadership  to  be  present  m  order  p  struggle.  in  th*  present  oaso, 

tribuno  and  oppose  to  it  the  program  0  ^  ,  serve  to  fraternize  with  pro  less- 

hov/ever,  participation  in  such  a  congress  c^i  lc.dQrs  without  masses  before  tnem- 

ional  confusionists  of  centrism,  or  Jh Rational  refuses  to  participate 

adlvos.  in  any  dignify  by  sending  a  dslegafaon 

in  this  deceit  or  to  furnish  <•  organizations." 

!t  recommends  identical  action  to  all  affiliated  org 


2.  It  is  tpuo  that  the  POOM  since  thi^deoisJonj-J^aken^h  .s  been^ 

°f  ths  Boci‘-ii3t  rev°iution- 
_ J- VlAT»nl 


l  _ A,,Tf5  nnl}  ch^nRO  tho  g^norn.!  pn.r 

Ihe  delegation  of  tho  POIM,  about  *0  »»  r°^s  roricin  the  spokesman  for  the 
lif'jnentary  -  diplomatic  charwtor  of  tho  Gongre  •  CI<iti‘cism.  The  congress,  tho  cue 
delegation,  was  no  exception  no  tne  taboo  on  1  “  (whoso  roles  are  decided  m  ad- 

tomary  rendezvous  for  the  Baders  of  cent^^  P.  t  f  tion  of  the  Bolshevik -Leninists .. 
vance),  could  offer  no  interest  for  Z  centrism  and  pacifism  and 

Nor  could  they  moke  use  of  it  as  a  m^s  tribun-1  to  un  ^  'up0  did  not  represent 
propagate  our  ideas  for,  excepting  the  Jr  OHM,  congress  itself  was  held  xar 

.either  a  precise  ideology  or  an  xmportarf >  ^a.  ^  ^  t  fr0m  the  working 

from  the  revolutionary  workers  of  tho  P0UM>  -no  c  p 

masses  < 


10  #  #  .  , 

\ Given  the  fact  that  the  centrist  bureaucrats  ,°oasy6f0r°thea,  if  the 

from  the  rank  and  file,  it  would  have  been,  t^d }  \0  conceal  the  absence  of 

any"  common° plat f 0 nm^o ^principle s  by  unity  in  the  struggle  against,  irotokji  e 


turiunism".  for  we  oust  not  forgot  that  on  this  point,  tho  r sprosentativeo  of  the 
London  Bureau  are  always  and  completely  in  agreement,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  * 

the  ^opinions  of  the  Bolshevik-L.ninists  before  their  members  in  the  most  defo: roed  .  u 
non  Tf  thevwere  not  given  this  opportunity  for  maintaining  a  pseudo  uni.y,  the  an 
ferences  which  exist  among  them  would  inevitably  have  to  come  to  x^|nj  _a.^e‘  ^ip"; 

sure  of  the  Spanish  events.  For  their  Evolutionary  unity-'  exist o  0t,L j 
negationi  anti-Trotskyism,  anti-Si. alinism,  anti-re icrmism,  «hil&  .hey  do  not 
in  coming  to  agreement  on  any  positive  point,, 

3.  The  participants  in  the  world  congress  for  the  4th  Itrternatioml  had  oxp^es>. 
ed  the  opinion  that  the  Brussels  congress  "by  its  own  nature  as  veil  ..  dQ0£Qd  to 

of  the  organizations  which  have  made  known  their  intention  t  ,  *  P  ‘  ’  rolled."" 

impotence  and  inaapacity  to  exercise  the  functions  lor  which  it  h~.s  been  c,.  1 

This  estimation  was  completely  justified,  os  proven  not  only  by  the  x  ^ 
they  had  to  remain  silent  on  the  most  important  problems  (internal  Spanish  policy, 

Soviet  Union,  etc),  but  also  by  the  fact  that  they  had  to  ell  a  new  donierence  m 
Barcelona  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  January,  which  will  have  to  resolve^ all  the 
tasks  postponed  at  Brussels.  The  Spanish  revolution  proves  mo  rerand  insistentiy 

and  concretely  the  necessity  for  a  now  International  I  the  leaders  of 
t-ke  account  of  the  will  of  their  members  to  carry  through  an  international  regr  p 
It  "volutiomr,  bus  is,  und  thut  is  why  they  decided  to  Propose  to  he  0 

ference  the  following  task,  in  spite  of  the  violent  resistance  of  the  most  reactionary 
wing  of  tho  London  Bureau  (Schwab) » 

"To  oxumine  the  positions,  to  drive  forwurd  and  to  organise  the  nsoeswry  forces 
for  the  formation  of  u  new  truly  revolutionary  Intereutioml-  (XruMlutod  frw  the 
English)  ("Ono  nouvello  Internationale  vruimont  revolutionnuire  )  (Tr.duit  e  It, 

In  tho  original)), 

4.  The  conference  scheduled  for  Barcelona  will  be  called  by  the  g^Q 

POUM  and  will  be  organized  no  longer  exclusively  by  the  London  Bureau  but  inthQf^t 
instance  by  the  international  Secretariat  of  the  POUM.  It  i*  that  it  11  of^ 

f©r  no  su^rarrbee  for  tho  victory  o-f  our  ideas?  but  it  will  create  m  u  e  y. 
the  Spanish' revolution,  entirely  different  conditions  for  a  conectivo  participatxon  ox 
the  organizations  of  tho  4th  International..  Th®  Brussels  Congress  proposed  only 
eenerrl  struggle  against  war,  fascism  and  imperialism.  The  Barcelona  conference  sets 
bef  ore^it  s  elfS-a  mo  re  limit  ed’ although  still  indefinite  aim,  i ... ,  ||e  LjfSE 

the  creation  of  a  new  international.  The  content,  of  the  problem  on  thQ  ^n 
pi "rc 9 io n~s"lVsTr o aim »  th e  building  of  a  4th  International,  ™  . 

whw*  th,  probUm  will  b.  tmW  Will  therefore  depend  to  n  leeeer  extent  on  the^rout- 
ine  of  certain  French,  English,  German,  Swedish  and  other  exists,  and  gre  - 

extent  on  the  spirit  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  POUM,  on  the  atmosphere  th- .t  reigns 
in  the  center  of  the  Spanish  revolution  arid  on  the  participation  of  he  B  L* 

s.  That  is  whv  the  Bureau  of  the  _4th  International  haa^e^id^e^o^  partic^ja^e 
in  the  B arc'd lon'a ’Conference.  '  In  doing  this  it  ie  not  at  all  guided  by  the  deceptive 
^e^^^'T^^^nservative  leaders  of  the  principal  organizations  of  tho 

London  Bureau. 

Before  the  eyes  of  the  revolutiouury  musses,  the  r.prosentutives  of  the  «h  In- 
ternutioS  will  confront  their  prinoiploe  und  ideus  which 

class  struggle  and  \*ich  have  been  elaborated  m  the  course  of  long  h  ^ 

ciples  ^nd  ideas  of  Bolsheviste-Loninism,  with  those  of  the  con  r  ,•  briminp- 

nron^eanda  during  -  public,  democratic,  honest  discussion  should  result  m  bringing 
to  light  -.11  th? centrist  umbiguities  und  wouk nesses,  und  in  fo.vonng  the  evolution 
of  tho  militunts  of  the  P0«  towurd  Leninism.^  BUREW 

4  The  International  Bureau  for  the  4th  Intern. til. 
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THE  UNITY _ MANIFESTO 

tJVHAT  .  TOE  _ _ TORETg__  P4RTIE5  HAVE  STONED  * 

(''N®w  Leader"  January 
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Up  >(>1$  if  iffy 

22,  1937) 


UNITY  OF  ALL  SECTIONS  OF  THE  WORKING-CLASS  MOVEMENT  i 

UNITY  IN  THE  STRUGGLE  AGAINST  FASCISM,  REACTION,  AND  'VAR,  AND  AGAINST 

THE  NATIONAL  GOVERNMENT  f 

UNITY  IN  THE  STRUGGLE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  DEMANDS  AND  THE  RETURN  OF  A.  LAB  OUR 
GOVERNMENT  AS  THE  NEXT  STAGE  IN  IHE  ADVANCE  TO  FORKING -CLASS  POWER, 
UNITY  THROUGH  THE  REMOVAL  OF  ALL  BARRIERS  BETWEEN  SECTIONS  OF  IKE 
WORKING-CLASS  MOVEMENT,  THROUGH  THE  STRENGTHENING  OF  TRADE  UNIONISM 
AND  CO-OPERATION,  THROUGH  THE  ADOPTION  OF  A  FIGHTING  PROGRAMME  OF 
MASS  STRUGGLE,  THROUGH  THE  DEMCC  R  ATIS  ATI  ON  OF  THE  LABOUR  PARTY  AND 
IKE  TRADE  UNION  MOVEMENT} 

UNITY  WITHIN  THE  FRAMEWORK  OF  THE  L AB OUR  PARTY  AND  IKE  TRADE  UNIONS. 


’’These  are  the  objectives  of  those  responsible  for  launching  the  unity  campaign. 
—  a  campaign  to  revitalise  the  activity  and  transform  the  policy  o  e  La  our  i.  ove 

ment  • 

’’CHALLENGE  AND  ATTACK” 

’•Today  is  no  time  for  defeatism  or  for  breakaways}  today  is  no  time  for  re¬ 
treat  or  for  the  abandonment  of  working-class  unity  in  favour  of  class  *ollab oration; 
today  is  the  time  fob  a  united  challenge  and  attack.  To  weld  the  power  o  e  wor 
ers  into  an  unbreakable  front,  to  advance  in  the  £ight  for  Socialism,  we  must  mobil¬ 
ize  for  immediate  objectives,  clear  in  their  appeal  and  vital  m  the  battle  against 
reaction  and  Fascism. 

••On  the  basis  of  unity  let  the  whole  Labour  Movement  declare  its  determina¬ 
tion  to  oppose  fascism  in  all  its  forms,  to  oppose  the  National  Government  as  the 
gent  of  British  Capitalism  and  Imperialism,  to  oppose  all  restrictions  upon  civil  and 
Trade  Union  liberty,  to  oppose  the  militarisation  of  Great  Britain.  .  Let  the  Move¬ 
ment  declare  its  implacable  opposition  to  the  rearmament  and  reeruiting  programme  oi 
the  National  Government,  for  that  government  uses  armaments  only  in  support  01  Fas¬ 
cism,  of  imperialist  war,  of  reaction,  and  of  colonial  suppression. 

’’The  fight  for  peace  demands  unbending  hostility  to  a  National  Government  that 
can  4a  no  circumstances  be  trusted  to  use  armaments  in  the  interests  of  the  working- 
class,  of  the  peoples,  or  th6  peace. 


•To  save  the  peoples  of  the  world  from  the  growing  menace. of  Fascist  aggres¬ 
sion,  the  working-class,  must  mobilise  tho  maximum  effective  opposition;  it  muet  mo  - 
ilise  for  the  maintenance  of  peace,  for  the  defense  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  its  fight 
for  peace,  and  for  the  pact  between  Groat  Britain,  the  Soviet  Union,  Franco,  and  all 
other  States  in  which  the  working-class  have  political  freedom#  Working *ss  un  y 
alone  can  ensure  the  winning  of  the  battle  for  peace.  Into  the  very  foreground  oi 
political  conflict  must  be  brought  the  demand  for  the  nationalisation  of  the  arms 
industry  and  for  the  abolition  of  the  caste  and  class  system  within  the  armed  forces. 


"Let  the  Labour  Movement  declare  without  equivoca-fc  ion  that  it  supports  the 
struggle  of  the  Indian  arri  colonial  peoples  against  imperialism,  that  it  is  with 
them  in  their  fight  for  free  speech,  a  free  Prbss,  free  meeting  and  organise,  i  , 
with  them  in  the  fight  for  their  immediate  demands  in  the  struggle  to  alleviate 
thoir  position  of  economic  and  social  servitude* 


"YORKERS*  -NEEDS* 

"NOT  la  the  time  f.r  the  workers,  con.el.ou.  of  their 

for  ^  elections^ 

but  now  by  active  demonstration,  win  and  organise  suppo 

Abolition  of  the  Means  Test; 

T.U.C.  scales  of  unemployment  benefit  $ 

National  work  of  social  value  for  distressed  areas} 

Forty-hour  week  in  industry  and  the  public  service} 

.  p-tid  holiday  for  all  workers} 

•  The  abolition  of  tied  cottages  for  agricultural  workers} 

Co-ordinated  Trade  Union  action  for  higher  wages  in  industry, 
especially  in  mining,  cotton,  and  sweated  trades} 

;  Non-contributory  pensions  of  irl  at  60} 
immediate  rehousing  of  the  workers  in  town  and  countryside 

in  houses  that  are  homes} 

Power  to -get  back  land  for  the  people} 

Nationalisation  of  the  mining:  industry } 

Effective  control  of  the  banks,  the  stock  exchanges  with  their 
gambling  and  private  profiteering  -  profiteering  accentuated 
by  the  armament  boots-}  , ■; 

Making  the  rich  pay  for  social  amelioration.  ,  » 

4o  stand  for  action,  for  attack,  for  the  ending  of  r<troat ,  for 
the  building  of  the  strength,  unity,  and  power  of  the  ./or  ing 
class  Movement." 

,v‘ 

WILLI  \M-M2LL0R,  STAFFORD  CRIPPS,  G.R.  MITCH  IS  ON,  ('For  the  Soci-aist  League). 

JAMES  MAXTON,  F.7.  JCPflSTT,  FENNER  BR0CK7AY  (For  the  ^^^^st  rrty  ). 

HfRRY  POLLITT,  7.  GALL ’.CHER,  R.  PALME  DUTT  (For  the  Communist  P  .  y  ) 

!*  *  *  *  ■*  *  * 

I.L.P.  RESERVATIONS 

•  The  National  Council  of  the  I.L.P.  endorsed  the  arrangements  for  the  UrdtyCam-^ 

p.aign,  and  authorised  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  ^be'en  accepted  by  the  Soc- 
its  behalf.  It  made  the  following  reservations ,  which  h *  o-rticiDationi- 

ialist  League  and  the  Communist  Party  as  a  condition  o  I-L.  *  P  thQkL„bour  p«rty 
'ru'?  t  "jin  I  JR  PARTY  —  The  I.L.P.  has  not  been  prepared  o  -  v  .  ,  , 

SiTd'^oTratTs'ation  of  its  Constitution  and  structure  has  taken  p  u  ^ieh 

to  the  effedt  of  the  Unity  Campaign  to  create  the  spirit  within  o  L .  .  J  s 

will  give  reasonable  hopes  of  such  domocratisation  and  of  freedom  to  express  the  S 
lalis!  policy  of  the  I.L.P.  in  agitation  and  action  in  representative  boax  a  ^  else 
♦where,' so  enabling  it  once  again  to  become  an  integral  part  of ^  the  Labour  P 
INTERNATIONAL  POLICY  -  The  I.L.P.  maintains  its  opposition  ^^king  ~  hfitwecn 

lISoTWo^eague  of  Nations,  the  Collective  System  of  Po  -eo  rovernr-icnt 

Gaoitnist  Governments,  and  its  disagreement  with  the  policy  of  the  Soviet  Goverrucn 
K  it  ndvoc-.tca  Plata  only  betweo n  Govornaonts  in  countries  .»  h  J 

■ii  .Tt.1  .«  politick  power.  -Thilat 

the  party,  the  I.L.P.  recognizes  the  need  to  subordinate  criticism  Oi  the  policy  ol 
the  Soviet  Union  in  order  to  mobilise  support  for  Soviet  Russi  ,,  .rioing 
action  in  relation  to  Spain. 


(Continued  from  page  4) 

only  repeating  their  disastrous  flirtation  with  the  CP  of  1932~34,  except  that  the 
Stalinists  are  forcing  the  issues  harder  now  and  will  bring  about  a  crisis  in  the 
ILP  sooner  on  the  issue  of  capitulation  or  political  struggle.  The  SAP,  with  its 
leadership  driving  hard  to  the  right  toward  Stalinism,  has  gone  furthor  and  faster. 
They  already  belong  to  -a  people's  Front;  of  course,  they  want  to  mnke.it  a  "revolu  i<&- 
o.ry "people ' s  Front.  This  is  to  confuse  the  workers  both  as  to  what  is  revolutionary 
and  what  is  a  People’s  Front. 

How  long  will  it  be  possible  for  these  disparate  elements  to  hold  together  in  the 
London  Bureau,  on  the  basis  of  dapitalizing  on  the  activities  and  mass  following  of 
the  POtJM?  The  answer  will  depend  in  part  on  what  the  revolutionists  So. 


*  * * **  ** *  **  HX 


Note*  We  reproduce  Comrade  Trotsky's  article  on  the  Jewish  question  as  a  matter  of 

interest,  not  as  representing  the  position  of  our  organization.  We  expect  to 
present  our  position  in  subsequent  documents*  ..  , 


Ntw  yCHk  : 

PHILROeLPHIfl 


RUFFfllO 

(FOR  DATES  AND  ADDRESSES,  WRITE  TO  e+  ,  p..  ,s 

Secretary,  L.R.W.P.,  126  East  16th  ot«,  NswYork  City) 


T0l\0  N  TO 

MONTREAL 

HAMILTON 

LONDON 

N  I  flGRKfl  FALL/" 

(for  dates  i»  addresses  >  4  UaxM,.r 

Canada) 


!• 

¥ 


